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The November Man 
 
Time has a way of telling the same story a bit 
differently.  Sometimes it is the idea that the one telling 
the tale has romanticized the story for the comfort or 
the accomplishment of the storyteller or the audience.  
Then too, a storyteller will adjust a piece or a session 
of the tale to create a clarity or understanding by a new 
audience, usually because of a change in 
characteristics of the listeners.  This is often due to 
cultural or other changed factors to each group of 
listeners.  This story is told in an attempt to keep it as 
original as possible; however, with age, each story 
teller may find a deeper meaning that can be reflected 
in the narrative presented.  Having conveyed this, here 
is the story. 
 
The older man walks slowly through the fall colored 
trees.  Here in this section of woods one can walk 
quietly if the skills of observation and stealth are put to 
maximum use.  On this particular day, with the stillness 
of the air at hand, the mans pace is measured, careful, 
and without noise.  He arrives at a deer stand that was 
hand built to last several years.  Carefully he climbs up 
to the platform and takes a seat on a wooden bench 
big enough for two.  He lays out his gear and settles in.  
The journey and the climb have caused him to sweat, 
so as he calmly sits he feels the coolness of the slight 
November breeze of this particular day flowing across 
his face, chilling him. 
 
The quiet and the chill suddenly provoke memories of 
another time and another day.  A time and place far 
from home, in a culture and with a people he did not 
understand.  Then the day was cold.  A slight drizzle 
was falling and the outside of uniforms were stiff with 
frozen precipitation.  The now nearly gray haired man 
was then a strapping young buck Sargent in the First 
Cavalry Division of the United States Army.  He is 
leading his squad of men to a designated position 
where they are supposed to find hot coffee and warm 
food.  They move into position in silence with a bare 
minimum of audibile sound and wait.  No call comes 
from the PR 77 radio and they wait in the freezing 
stillness.  The young Sargent observes all his troopers 
and his mind covers things to be thankful for and 
concerned about with each one.  Times spent together, 
laughter and tears, observations of the area they are in 
and his thoughts are interrupted by the arm signals of  

 
 
a PFC who is near a group of bushes.  The PFC has 
found tracks and together the Sargent and the PFC  
follow them about 30 meters into the brush.  There 
they find a square military container of now cold coffee 
and a large cardboard box of wet, soggy, ham 
sandwiches covered with a thin layer of ice.  The box 
had a handwritten note that says the chow truck had to 
pull out and this was all they could leave.  The squad 
eats and drinks everything that is there.  Now they 
make the most noise that could be heard.  Small 
chattering about the pros and cons of army food, army 
life, and small talk about how life will be back in the 
“World.”  The world each one is looking forward to 
getting back home to.  Though they complain, 
everything is consumed. 
 
The old gray haired man in the tree stand is smiling at 
the memory, thinking of comrades, thinking of the cold, 
thinking of life and how it is now.  Suddenly he hears 
movement in the grass and bushes below.  He looks 
out from his perch, otherwise unmoving, and sees a 
young doe.   
 
When he arrives home his wife and youngest son who 
is still living at home ask, “Did you get one?  Did you 
see anything?  Did anything happen?”  The quiet, 
serene, and controlled response, “No.  Nothing to 
speak of today” covers any further inquiries into his 
time spent that day.  His wife conveys it is too far, too 
cold, to be out there, and the son even says, “Dad, 
maybe you’re getting too old to be out there alone.”  It 
is all a good cover for the man, whose thoughts that 
day will never be fully shared, probably ever, with 
anyone.  The conversation at home, back in the 
“World,” is comfort enough; it covers all things. 
 
September 11 is upon us 20 years ago.  Soon 
November 11 will be here and it is Veterans Day.  
Whatever our thoughts, our positions, people are, and 
for some time will be, fleeing another “Fall of Kabul.”  
As we pray for peace and justice for so many places in 
this world of ours, remember those men and women 
who have worn the uniform of America’s armed forces.  
We will celebrate Thanksgiving in just a few weeks  
from the time you read this.  Not to be obtuse or  
 

Pastor’s Message Continued 



INCOME AND EXPENSES 
Monthly and Year-to-Date 

 
                                      June          Year-to-Date 
                                      2021                  2021 
 
INCOME $ 7,589.22 $ 46,108.16 
  (without 
    foundation 
    transfers) 
EXPENSES 19,990.90  100,713.43 
 

 -$ 12,401.68 -$ 54,605.27 
 DEFICIT DEFICIT 

Current Schedule 

 

9/11 Commemoration - 9/11/21, 7:30 a.m. 

Sunday School - Every Sunday at 9:15 a.m.  

Youth and Adult Classes Available 

Worship - Every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 

Prayer Group - Every Tuesday, 10:00 a.m., Conference Room 

Bible Study - Every Tuesday, 10:30 a.m., Conference Room 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. 

Diaper Disciples - 9/11/21 & 9/25/21, 10:00 a.m. - Noon 

Newsletter Deadline - 9/15/21 

Worship Committee - 9/14/21, 1 p.m. 

Christian Education Committee - 9/14/21, 4 p.m. 

Building & Grounds Committee - 9/16/21, 6:00 p.m. 

Outreach & Missions Committee - 9/21/21, 11:30 a.m. 

Session - 9/26/2021, following worship 

Presbyterian Women’s Council - 9/1/21, 4:30 p.m. 

Afternoon Women’s Circle - 9/8/21, 1:30 p.m. 

2nd Sunday Lunch - following Worship - 9/12/21 

Wednesday Night Supper - 9/22/21, 6 p.m. 

Pastor’s Message Continued 
 

contrary to anyone’s beliefs, but I ask that one thing 
you be thankful for is those who have given their all 
and for those who have come back to “their” world.  Be 
thoughtful of them - though most will be silent of who 
they are, what they are, and why they are.  Be a bit 
understanding, in an all too often place of hate and 
despair, by just being there.  It is a world you do not 
know.  Give them a small amount of justice, mercy, 
and peace through your presence.  That’s all most of 
them will ever want. 
 
Adapted from the writings of former Sargent, now 
Pastor, Charley Shurtz.  May you never experience the 
“Fall” of your country.  May you forever be blessed by 
the grace of God.  May you be always grateful for 
those who stand between you and that pain.  

Peace & Global Witness 
Special Offering 

 
25% of this offering is used to engage in 
peacemaking and reconciliation ministries 
that we are most passionate about within 
our congregation. 
 
This special offering is a “month-long 
pilgrimage designed to deepen the pursuit of 
peace for congregations, small groups, 
families, and individuals.  This is a season of 
growth, encouragement, challenge, 
inspiration, and education.”  Our 
congregation is encouraged to deepen their 
calling as peacemakers. 

Choir is back in full rehearsals now (woohoo)!!!  
We are meeting every Wednesday at 6:30 and 
preparing music for worship services, Christmas 
cantata and special music services. 
 
What are “special services?  So glad you asked!  
In the months with 5 Sundays, we will have a “5th 
Sunday Sing” with a different theme.  We just had 
a “Gospel Sing” on August 29th.  October 31st will 
be a spiritual theme.  Because we want this to be 
full participation, we need your assistance.  Please 
let me know your favorite spirituals.  Contact me or 
Norma with your suggestions.  Also, contact me if 
you wish to sing a solo or with an ensemble.  The 
following January, May, July, and October all have 
5 Sundays, so keep a lookout for upcoming 
themes you can help with. 
 
                                         Donna Baskin 

 
 Upcoming projects for 

Outreach & Missions 
 
During the Fall, the Outreach & Missions committee is involved in 
the “Dictionary Project” which provides dictionaries to all 3rd grade 
students in Bay City ISD.  Operation Christmas Child boxes will be 
organized and due the week of November 15-November 22.  The 
Seafarers’ Boxes will also be packed and taken to the Ministry 
Center at the Port of Houston in December.  Our congregation is 
encouraged to participate in Operation Christmas Child and the 
Seafarers Boxes.  Please call or text Debbie Dennard with 
questions at 979-240-5275.  Pastor Charley is coordinating a 9/11 
tribute with community involvement. 

Second Sunday Lunch 
9/12/21, Robbins Hall 

 
It’s back to favorite food and dessert.  
Food can be hot as we are back to 
regular food.  Please remember to take 
your leftover food home with you. 

 

Wednesday Night Supper 
9/22/21, 6:00 p.m., Robbins Hall 

 
Regular food as we are through 
with all cold food for this year. 

The church office will be 
closed September 6, 

2021, in observance of 
Labor Day. 

The Presbytery of New Covenant has 
the opportunity to send four 
commissioners to the General 
Assembly in 2022.  Two Ruling Elders 
and two Teaching Elders (Ministers of 
Word and Sacrament) will be elected.  
If you are a Ruling Elder (past or 
present) and are interested in 
applying, please contact The Rev. 
Charley Shurtz or the church office. 



Ministry to the Port of  Houston 

HISC Christmas Shoebox Program – www.houstonseafarers.com 

                                                 HOUSTON INTERNATIONAL SEAFARERS CENTERS 

Christmas Gift Box Program 2021  

 

Dear Christmas Shoebox Program Supporter, 

 

We would like to express our great appreciation and sincere gratitude for your continued support to our gifting 
program to seafarers in the Port of Houston Ship channel. We are once again “knocking” at the door of your 
generosity for this 2021 Christmas Box Drive.   This year, due to the pandemic, your gifts and donations are critical to 
this program and may be the only way to brighten the life and console the seafarers calling on the Port of Houston in 
December. Seafarers are more isolated now than ever before and have not been able to leave their vessels for any 
reason for more than 6 months.  Their contracts have been extended for months and they have no way to get home 
to their families right now.  HISC has remained vigilant in our mission to be there for the seafarers throughout the 
pandemic and we need your help now.  

Crew sizes average 22 seafarers to gift per ship. In 2020, we distributed 7,484 gifts on board 354 ships which 
represented more than 60 different countries! These gifts had been donated to the seafarers by over 100 churches, 
organizations and individuals! The Christmas boxes are personally carried to each ship by HISC Staff, Port 
Chaplains, and Ship Visitors – Your Staff of Chaplains and Ship Visitors as our ecumenical ministry is funded by all 
denominations. We begin delivering boxes after Thanksgiving and continue gifting seafarers until all the gifts have 
been distributed! We are gratefully prepared to receive your gift boxes anytime – you cannot be too early or too late 
in bringing your gifts to one of our two Seafarers Centers. 

Please try to pack a shoebox full with new items such as these: 

** Note:  Full-sized items are much preferred over small travel size 

 

These gifts of Love should be packed in shoebox size boxes, wrapped securely as one unit in Christmas paper. 
Please do not wrap lid and box separately or place bows on the boxes. Plastic shoeboxes become an extra gift for 
the seafarer!  The Seafarers appreciate these items tremendously. Please be sure your boxes are packed full of 
items! As there are very few women on board the ships currently, we request that the gifts boxed be packed for male 
seafarers.   
 
The following is a link to a Seafarers wishlist:  
 https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/15RTY2AWYOB92?ref_=wl_share 
 
First Presbyterian Church of Bay City, Texas, is collecting items for this worthwhile mission.  Items may be brought to 
the church office from now through the Christmas season. 
 
Thanks in advance for your consideration.  

Body Wash Band-Aids (fabric) Socks Popcorn 

Shampoo/Condtioner Lip Balm Pocket-sized Notebooks Gum & Hard Candy 

Deodorant Kleenex Mechanical Pencils Needle & Thread 

Toothbrush/Toothpaste Nail Clippers Pens 2022 Calendar 

Dental Floss Q-Tips Word Search/Sudoku/Fill-in books Magnets 

Disposable Razors Gold Bond Powder USB Key Chains 

Shaving Cream Gold Bond Cream Earbuds/Headphones Playing Cards 

Hairbrush/Comb Baseball Caps (NEW) Flashlight w/ batteries Texas Souvenirs 

Lotion T-shirts (NEW) Gum & Hard Candy Personal note or card 

 

9/11 Bell 
Memorial 
 
September 11th, 2021 
 
7:30 am 
 
First Presbyterian 
Church of Bay City 
 
2216 Avenue H 
Bay City, Texas 
77414 
979-245-8327 

     Come join us at 7:30 am, 
rain or shine, on 9/11/2021, 
earmarking the 20 year 
anniversary as we ring our 
church bell once for each 
person who died that day 
from the attack. 
     If you would like to  
honor this memorial time 
with assisting in ringing    
the bell, we are taking 
names for each person     
who would come and ring 
the bell 50 times.  We will 
start with an opening 
statement and end in  
prayer.  Water will 

be provided to anyone 
ringing the bell. 
     To reserve a spot to ring 
the bell, please contact  
First Presbyterian Pastor 
Charley Shurtz (417-496-
6723) or stop by/call the 
church during business 
hours, Monday through 
Thursday from 8 am to 5 pm 
(979-245-8327). 
     The event will be 
conducted in solemn, 
somber reflection.  We are 
looking for someone to  
play taps when the last  
bell is rung. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/15RTY2AWYOB92?ref_=wl_share


September 2021 - Lectionary Readings 
 

September 5 - 15th Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 and Psalm 125 or 

Isaiah 35:4-7a and Psalm 146; 
James 2:1-10 (11-13) 14-17; Mark 7:24-37 

 
September 12 - 16th Sunday after Pentecost 

Proverbs 1:20-33 and Psalm 19 or 
Isaiah 50:4-9a and Psalm 116:1-9; 

James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38 
 

September 19 - 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 31:10-31 and Psalm 1 or 
Jeremiah 11:18-20 and Psalm 54; 

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a; Mark 9:30-37 
 

September 26 - 18th Sunday after Pentecost 
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 and Psalm 124 or 

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 and Psalm 19:7-14; 
James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50 

Louise Russell  9/6 

Isla Regalado  9/7 

Eric Varnell  9/9 

Brenna Hodges 9/14 

Zelda Regalado 9/19 

Brittany Kubena 9/23 

Charley Shurtz 9/23 

Tula Regalado  9/25 

Rebecca Huebner 9/27 

James & Karen Trobl 9/18 

James & Doreen Bounds 9/30 

CHILDREN’S 

SERMON 

 
September 5 

Zeinab Ghais 
September 12 
The Rev. Charley Shurtz 

September 19 
Linda Brown 

September 26 
Cindy Hodges 

WORSHIP 

LEADERS 

 
September 5 

Doreen Bounds 
September 12 

Karin or Marc Hill 
September 19 

Cindy Hodges 
September 26 

Ronnie Mullen 

SEPTEMBER KITCHEN CREW 
 

Marie Hestand  245-2800 
Priscilla Obermeyer  245-2360 

Doreen Bounds, Chair  245-9169 
 

This is for both Second Sunday 
Lunch and Wednesday Night 

Supper.  

The Legacy Campus: 
Peggy Badders, Sarah Leverett. 
 

Others: 
 
Susie Adkins, Arnold Arriaga & Family (after Maria’s passing), 
Family of Tommy Badders, Carolyn Barclay, Donna Baskin 
including Marcus & Clinton, Hubert Boeker, Sharon Bumgardner, 
Jim Coe, Rowan Collier, Dorothy Cunningham, Flo Dreher, 
Autumn Eggleston, First Presbyterian Church in Bay City & 
growth, Rob Gentry, Adel Ghais & Family, Stacy Gilzow, Mary 
Kelly Goll, Rev. Wilma Harris, Marie Hestand, Frank Hill, Family 
of Joseph (6 year old stem cell transplant), Gayle Holton, 
Giovanni (Natalie Mullen’s nephew, cancer returned), Reggie & 
C.J. Jammer (friends of Donna Baskin’s suffering from Covid), 
Dr. Bob Kelly, Richard Knapik, Ruth Leissner, Alice Lowery and 
family, Dixie & George Lowry (health issues, cousin of John 
Merck), Family of Jason Malek (Pastor Charley’s nephew), Ed 
Miller, Family of Rosemary Mullen, Brenda Owen, Father James 
Ramsey,  Zelda Regalado, Jody Romine as she recuperates from 
surgery, Nancy Ryman, Rev. Frank Seaman, smooth transition for 
Pastor Charley and JayE Shurtz, Britney & Zach Shurtz and their 
son Kade, Charlie Wayne Smith (cancer, former classmate of John 
Merck), Mark Svatek (Carolyn Svatek Salazar’s brother), Family 
of Craig Alan Thompson (Denise Frazier’s nephew), Donna 
Townsend & Joyce, Karen Trobl and family, Ann Uher, Ethel 
Williams, Julia & Mike Zimmerman.  All those who have suffered 
and been impacted by COVID.  Students and school personnel 
beginning a new school year.  Our military and law enforcement.  
People of Afghanistan & Haiti. 

Our servicemen and their families: 
Army - Spencer Hill, Darryl Kendrick (Wilma Stredic’s 
grandson). 
 
Air Force - Allison McGrath (Denise Frazier’s  
great-niece). 
 
Navy -  Charles Patrick Albreght (grandson of Sharon Hall-
Bumgardner), Brian Davis. 

 
Should any changes need to be made to the 
prayer list, please contact the church office. 


