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OCTOBER 

2021 

Fall has graciously returned.  As a healing balm, the 
coolness in the morning and the evening feels as if it 
embraces one with comfort and peace.  A Cup of 
Grace, if you will.  Yet, the always present humidity 
leaves that underlying reminder that discomfort does 
not stray far away at any time, so it is with life for all 
humanity.  The poor find happiness sometimes in the 
beauty of a well developed, bright, ripe apple.  The 
sweetness lasting, but for a moment, yet so satisfying.  
A rich person may find comfort in the newness of a car 
they just bought, but driving off the lot they realize it 
has already lost value and will only “wow” their peers 
for a moment.  Life satisfactions, in the human sense, 
are usually fleeting at best. 
 
The young boy is handed a rifle and asked to go hunt 
for a deer.  It is late October and the weather has 
turned cold.  The wind brings a chill that races down 
the neck of his shabby coat as he walks away from the 
old house that is falling down around them.  The father 
had spent time in the Army at the end of the Korean 
War and used this as a reason he could not hunt any 
longer.  The boy, not understanding the father’s 
reasons, barely twelve and of slight frame, trudges into 
the fall colors.  He does not even consider if there is a 
season for deer or not.  His purpose is to find, 
hopefully, some fresh meat for the family of nine.  He 
has this small satisfaction.  He was given the task to 
help his kin. 
 
Across the county and in the small town, the boy’s 
school friend (who had invited the boy) was a bit 
disappointed that only fifteen showed up to his pool  

party.  Yet, he mused to himself that day, for he later 
confessed to the boy and others, his parents would 
ensure a much larger number would be there for his 
birthday.  After all, he was the apple of his dad’s eye 
and his father owned a very large successful business. 
 
Years later, both children are grown men.  One has 
found a life in working with sick, hurting, and dying 
patients.  The other, drinking way too much each day, 
keeps his father’s business afloat.  One sees smiles of 
gratitude on patients and families for the support they 
have received; this man goes home grateful for the 
precious moments spent with them.  The other man 
has had a huge turn over in his employees and finds it 
difficult to find good workers.  He spends more time 
drinking and fighting with his wife and children who, he 
confesses to the other, seem to only want more 
money. 
 
Life is most interesting.  The journey for each child, 
turned into men, was very different.  One seemed 
hopeless, while the other seemed filled with a bright 
future.  One seemed doomed to failure, the other with 
much success.  Each judged accordingly by the 
standards of society. 
 
What makes a difference in one’s life is not the lack of 
money or the abundance of the same.  Rather the 
simple truth of life is this:  with Jesus Christ all things 
are possible; without Christ, all success is at best 
temporary.  May each of us choose wisely which cup 
of life we drink from and what road we choose to 
travel.  Amen. 



INCOME AND EXPENSES 
Monthly and Year-to-Date 

 
                                    August          Year-to-Date 
                                      2021                  2021 
 
INCOME $ 7,186.63 $ 62,120.47 
  (without 
    foundation 
    transfers) 
EXPENSES 30,490.48  159,860.33 
 

 -$ 23,303.85 -$ 97,739.86 
 DEFICIT DEFICIT 

Current Schedule 

 

Sunday School - Every Sunday at 9:15 a.m.  

Youth and Adult Classes Available 

Worship - Every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 

Prayer Group - Every Tuesday, 10:00 a.m., Conference Room 

Bible Study - Every Tuesday, 10:30 a.m., Conference Room 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. 

Grief Support Group - Thursdays, 10/7-28/21, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Diaper Disciples - 10/9/21 & 10/23/21, 10:00 a.m. - Noon 

Newsletter Deadline - 10/15/21 

Worship Committee - 10/12/21, 1 p.m. 

Christian Education Committee - 10/12/21, 4 p.m. 

Outreach & Missions Committee - 10/19/21, 11:30 a.m. 

Building & Grounds Committee - 10/21/21, 6:00 p.m. 

Session - 10/24/2021, following worship 

Presbyterian Women’s Council - 10/6/21, 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday Women’s Circle - 10/10/21, after lunch 

Afternoon Women’s Circle - 10/13/21, 1:30 p.m. 

2nd Sunday Lunch - following Worship - 10/10/21 

Wednesday Night Supper - 10/27/21, 6 p.m. 

Peace & Global Witness 
Special Offering 

 
25% of this offering is used to 
engage in peacemaking and 
reconciliation ministries that we are 
most passionate about within our 
congregation. 
 
This special offering is a “month-long 
pilgrimage designed to deepen the 
pursuit of peace for congregations, 
small groups, families, and 
individuals.  This is a season of 
growth, encouragement, challenge, 
inspiration, and education.”  Our 
congregation is encouraged to 
deepen their calling as peacemakers. 

October 31st is our 5th Sunday Sing.  
This time the theme is “Spirituals.”   
If there is a particular song you want 
the congregation to sing, or YOU 
want to do a solo, just let me know. 
 
                              Donna Baskin 

October 3, 2021 

The Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) 
program is an ecumenical, faith-
based year of service for young 
people (ages 19-30) in sites across 
the United States and around the 
world.  YAVs accompany local 
agencies working to address root 
causes of poverty and reconciliation 
while exploring their Christian faith in 
community. 



Have you ever taken a “detour”?  My birth mother would rather detour than to stop at a traffic light.  Over the 
years, these detours have become a family joke simply because her detours or “shortcuts” have become 
longer trips and sometimes interesting locations. 
 
When we are born, our parents have a tentative plan for our lives.  While this is a good plan, it does not mean 
this is how things will turn out.  My first detour came at age 6, when I was adopted by my great aunt and 
uncle.  For whatever reason, my birth mother decided she could not provide for and raise my 3 younger 
sisters and myself.  This detour from the original plan was the best thing to happen to my sisters and me.  We 
became a part of a loving and God loving family and church family.  Safety and guidance were provided from 
both families. 
 
My second detour came with my college plans.  Originally, I was going to Sam Houston University in 
Huntsville for a teaching certification in elementary education, following mama’s footsteps.  Well, that’s not 
exactly how things turned out.  I fell in love, decided to stay home, attend the local Junior College, get married 
and begin my life as a wife and mother.  While attending college, my daddy recommended I make sure I have 
something to fall back on in case I needed to foot the bills.  So, I attended and graduated from beauty school 
while taking courses at the Junior college.  My instructors suggested I come to work for the beauty school as 
an instructor, but I felt this was not what I needed to do.  I was able to work for several months as a beautician 
in a salon, but found I made more money doing personal styling.  First born child came and shortly after, 
returned to working, but my neighbor got to witness all the little first my son was doing, so I decided I needed 
to stay home with my son. 
 
A third detour loomed when my 3rd child was in 2nd grade.  I had been successful with arranging wedding 
flowers for several folk, had taken a job with a successful florist in Pasadena and then branched out on my 
own with a floral business.  I loved this profession where I became a Certified Texas Master Florist.  I had the 
opportunity to teach for the association and did for a while.  After 5 years of having fast food for dinners, all 
holidays not seeing my family for days at a time, and family time was everyone in the van making deliveries to 
hospitals, God and I had an in depth conversation.  This conversation was repeated to me verbatim a week 
later by a friend who was in the floral business, and she wanted to buy my business.  I only had $5,000 in 
debt, and this was easily remedied when all customers paid their bills at the end of the month.  God used a 
2X4 to get my attention, that I needed to be doing something else. 
 
Another course change arrived when I decided to substitute teach in the district.  I had stated to please not let 
me even take roll in a math class as I would do harm to the students even taking roll.  Fortunately, I got to sub 
in general music classes, band/orchestra rooms and was offered 2 long term choir positions to substitute for.  
These ladies pulled the “sin” card on me for not completing my music degree.  Shortly afterward my daddy 
died, and I was given a partial inheritance that I used to pay for the completion of my music degree from 
Houston Baptist University.  Here, after a graduation recital, the instructors suggested that I continue my 
masters degree in performance.  I had already been directing and was older than most students at this stage 
in college life, and my response was that while I certainly enjoy personal performances, I get and got a longer 
lasting “high” from my choir members love and enjoyment of singing and performing than me personally.  This 
was and still is true.  Becoming a choral director fulfilled my desire to perform and reach out to others. 
 
God uses every situation we encounter to teach and redirect our paths.  Even when there is pain in the path, 
God shows and gives us a choice which way to turn.  When we make the “wrong” choice, God is still there to 
guide us back where He wants us, all we need to do is listen and learn from each decision we make. 
 
Donna Baskin 
 

Outreach and Missions 
Committee 

is needing the following 
items as we work toward 

completing the 
Operation Christmas 

Child (OCC) and 
Seafarers’ Boxes 

for the fall: 
 

Hairbrushes (smaller size) 
“Scrunchies” for pulling back hair 
Erasers 
Washrags 
Glue sticks 
Socks - men’s/jr. boys/jr. girls 
Special “Wow” gift for OCC boxes 
Shoelaces - colored 
Playing cards 
Ink Pens 
“Character” band aides 
Pencil sharpeners 
Slim size markers 
Ivory soap bars 
Lip balm 
Colored pencils 
Stick deodorant 
 
The boxes will be put together on 
November 10, 2021, 10:00 a.m., in 
Robbins Hall. 
Feel free to join in and help. 
Any questions, call Debbie Dennard 
or Donna Baskin. 
 

October 31, 2021 



October 2021 - Lectionary Readings 
 

October 3 - 19th Sunday after Pentecost 
Job 1:1; 2:1-10 and Psalm 26 or 
Genesis 2:18-24 and Psalm 8; 

Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16 
 

October 10 - 20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Job 23:1-9, 16-17 and Psalm 22:1-15 or 
Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 and Psalm 90:12-17; 

Hebrews 4:12-16; Mark 10:17-31 
 

October 17 - 21th Sunday after Pentecost 
Job 38:1-7 (34-41), 16-17 and Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 

35c or Isaiah 53:4-12 and Psalm 91:9-16; 
Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45 

 
October 24 - 22th Sunday after Pentecost 

Job 42:1-6, 10-17 and Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22) or 
Jeremiah 31:7-9 and Psalm 126; 
Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 10:46-52 

 
October 31 - 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Ruth 1:1-18 and Psalm 146 or 
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 and Psalm 119:1-8; 

Hebrews 9:11-14; Mark 12:28-34 

Ronnie Mullen   10/1 

Gene Klepac   10/6 

Yasmine Ansari  10/8 

William Guynes  10/10 

James Bounds   10/13 

William Charles Boeker 10/16 

Don Boyer   10/18 

Veda Regalado   10/23 

Jack Helmick   10/25 

Alaya Ruiz   10/27 

Linda Townsend  10/31 

Doug & Rebecca Huebner 10/28 

CHILDREN’S 

SERMON 

 
October 3 

Zeinab Ghais 
October 10 
The Rev. Charley Shurtz 

October 17 
Cindy Hodges 

October 24 
Brenna Hodges 

October 31 
Zeinab Ghais 

WORSHIP 

LEADERS 

 
October 3 

Linda Brown 
October 10 

Cindy Hodges 
October 17 

Doreen Bounds 
October 24 

Ronnie Mullen 
October 31 

Karin or Marc Hill 

OCTOBER KITCHEN CREW 
 

Marie Hestand  245-2800 
Teresa West  245-1545 
Linda Brown  240-0319 

Prayer List: 
 
Family of Susie Adkins, Peggy Badders, Donna Baskin including 
Marcus & Clinton, Hubert Boeker, Joseph & Jennifer (Boeker) 
Bradford & family, Linda Brown & Zeinab, Jim Coe, Rowan 
Collier, Family of Scott Crain, Dorothy Cunningham, Joan 
Dickerson, Flo Dreher, Autumn Eggleston, First Presbyterian 
Church in Bay City & growth, Rob Gentry, Adel Ghais & Family, 
Stacy Gilzow, Mary Kelly Goll, Rev. Wilma Harris, Marie 
Hestand, Frank Hill, Giovanni (Natalie Mullen’s nephew, cancer 
returned), Dr. Bob Kelly, Richard Knapik, Ruth Leissner, Sarah 
Leverett, Alice Lowery and family, Dixie & George Lowry 
(health issues, cousin of John Merck), Family of Jason Malek 
(Pastor Charley’s nephew), Charlotte McKissick, Van Meyers 
(friend of Donna Baskin), Ed Miller, Family of Rosemary Mullen, 
Brenda Owen, Father James Ramsey, Zelda Regalado, Jody 
Romine as she recuperates from surgery, Nancy Ryman, Rev. 
Frank Seaman, smooth transition for Pastor Charley and JayE 
Shurtz, Britney & Zach Shurtz and their son Kade, Charlie Wayne 
Smith (cancer, former classmate of John Merck), Anna & Gary 
Spencer, Donna Townsend & Joyce, Karen Trobl and family, Ann 
Uher, Ethel Williams.  All those who have suffered and been 
impacted by COVID.  Students and school personnel beginning a 
new school year.  Homeless community.  Our military and law 
enforcement.  People of Afghanistan, Haiti, those affected by 
Hurricane Ida, Tropical Storm Nicholas, our border crisis. 

Our servicemen and their families: 
Army - Spencer Hill, Darryl Kendrick (Wilma Stredic’s 
grandson). 
 
Air Force - Allison McGrath (Denise Frazier’s  
great-niece). 
 
Navy -  Charles Patrick Albreght (grandson of Sharon Hall-
Bumgardner), Brian Davis. 

 
Should any changes need to be made to the 
prayer list, please contact the church office. 


