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Dear Friends, 
 
As I am preparing to lay one of our esteemed church 
matriarchs to rest, my mind keeps going to Psalm 23. 
 
Psalm 23 is perhaps the best known and most 
frequently used of all the Psalms.  We often use it at 
funerals and as words of comfort for people who are 
experiencing any sort of adversity such as a job loss, 
divorce or separation, difficulty with a child or a 
neighbor or a supervisor.  It appears in the lectionary 
every year during the Easter season as well as at other 
times where it is paired with a companion scripture 
about a shepherd. 
 
Of course the shepherd in Psalm 23 is the Lord and he 
is a good shepherd who brings us peace, nourishes 
and refreshes us and leads us in ways we should go.  
Yet, he is not a Lord who prohibits the existence of evil 
and death.  Rather our Lord walks with us as we walk 
through the darkest and most desperate of  

circumstances.  He protects us, not from the evil itself, 
but from the loneliness of a having to face it alone.  He 
will stand beside us throughout our lives as we 
encounter trials and temptations and hardships. 
 
The Lord is a good God.  His goodness speaks to 
every generation that feels itself oppressed by 
injustice.  Today, we may think of injustice as having 
its source in the laws and policies that come from 
political leaders who seem to favor the rich and 
powerful more highly than the poor.  We may think 
injustice is the boss whose wages are many times our 
own and who lives a lavish lifestyle while we barely 
scrape by on our much lower wages.  Or perhaps an 
abusive spouse or a neighborhood bully comes to your 
mind as an icon of injustice.  In the face of these 
everyday realities of injustice, we can begin to fear that 
God’s promise to bring justice to the earth at some 
point in the future may be an empty promise.  But that 
is not so. 

- Continued - 

Psalm 23 NRSV 

 

A Psalm of David. 

 
1 
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

2 
    He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

he leads me beside still waters; 
3 
    he restores my soul. 

He leads me in right paths 
    for his name’s sake. 

 
4 
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

    I fear no evil; 
for you are with me; 
    your rod and your staff— 
    they comfort me. 
5 
You prepare a table before me 

    in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
    my cup overflows. 
6 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

    all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
    my whole life long. 



INCOME AND EXPENSES 
Monthly and Year-to-Date 

 
                                      May          Year-to-Date 
                                      2021                  2021 
 
INCOME $ 6,948.92 $ 38,518.94 
  (without 
    foundation 
    transfers) 
EXPENSES 19,851.35   80,722.53 
 

 -$ 12,902.43 -$ 42,203.59 
 DEFICIT DEFICIT 

Current Schedule 
 

2nd Sunday Lunch - following Worship - 7/11/21 

Sunday School - 9:15 a.m. Sundays - Youth and Adult 

Worship - 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

Prayer Group - 10:00 a.m. Tuesdays, Robbins Hall 

Bible Study - 10:30 a.m. Tuesdays, Robbins Hall 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. 

Diaper Disciples - 10 a.m. - Noon 7/10/21 & 7/24/21 

All Women - Reception Planning, 7/14/21, 3 p.m. 

Newsletter Deadline - 7/15/21 

Worship Committee - 7/20/21, 1 p.m. 

Christian Education Committee - 7/20/21, 4 p.m. 

Wednesday Night Supper - 7/28/21, 6 p.m. 

Session - 7/25/2021, following worship 

Changes to Watch For: 
 

You will see some changes in the sanctuary and the 
worship order when you return to in-person worship and 
fellowship. 
 

• New large screen projection 

• Blending of Contemporary and Traditional Worship 

• No passing of the offering plates.  Drop offerings at the 
plate near the door 

• Communion is self-serve following the sermon 

• Fellowship meals will be served rather than buffet style 

• Fully vaccinated people are not required to wear 
masks per state guidelines 

• Hymnals and Bibles are back in the pews 

July 11, 2021 
Second Sunday Lunch 

 
July is another cold food luncheon.  Please do not 
bring hot food or anything that has to be kept hot.  
Dessert will be provided.  So, no dessert will be 
needed. 

July 28, 2021 
Wednesday Night Supper 

 
Wednesday Night Supper will be on July 28, 2021, 
at 6:00 p.m., in Robbins Hall.  Bring you favorite 
cold dishes and dessert. 

Women of the Church 
July 14, 2021, meeting 

3:00 p.m. 
 
There will be a meeting to discuss the reception for our new 
preacher, The Rev. Charley Shurtz.  The reception will be on July 
25, 2021, time to be announced later.  The meeting will be on July 
14, 2021, at 3:00 p.m., in Robbins Hall.  All women are invited to 
attend.  We will need help in the kitchen and to get ready. 

Thanks to those who have 
provided flowers in June. 

- Pastor Wilma Continued - 
 

Praying words of thanks to the Lord for simple things 
like green pastures, bubbling clear streams, and tables 
filled with food and beverage is often the best way to 
counteract our fears that justice will never prevail.  God 
promises to prepare the table for us even if we are 
surrounded by enemies, including the enemy of our 
own sinful nature.  Psalm 23 reminds us that God’s 
goodness is more powerful than the world’s evil, that 
God will comfort us in our sufferings, shortcomings and 
sorrows, and that God continues to be kind and loving 
no matter what devastation or disaster is headed our 
way. 
 
God does not promise that he will make everything 
turn out right for us immediately upon our request.  
God does promise that he will be present with us even 
in the worst of times.  His goodness and mercy will be 
with us always, it will follow us all the days of our lives.  
We will live in God’s house forever under the watchful 
eye of the shepherd.  We need not fear.  And thanks 
be to God. 
___________________________________________ 
 
It has been my great honor, privilege and pleasure to 
have served as your Interim Pastor for the past three 
years.  Yours is a wonderful, compassionate and 
loving congregation; and you will always hold a special 
place in my heart.  I am thrilled for you that you have 
called a pastor who is moving here to serve the Lord in 
Bay City and in New Covenant Presbytery.  I know you 
will offer Pastor Charley Shurtz and his family a warm 
welcome and shower them in hospitality.  I wish you 
well and pray God’s blessings for your continued 
ministry success and your well-being. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Wilma 



I LOVE to read.  In the past few weeks, I have been reading books by author Angela Hunt.  These are all 

inspirational, biblical and historical fiction.  Last week I finished one titled, “King’s Shadow.”  This was about 

Herod’s sister and her handmaid.  The handmaid became interested in an enthusiastic Torah teacher.  This 

teacher made a statement about prayer:  pray with an open heart, speak as to a friend. 

 

This got me to thinking about how we pray.  As children we are taught simple prayers, short and easy to 

remember.  As we get older, we begin to emulate the prayers of more mature people, more formal prayers.  

Not that this is a bad thing, it is just not always from the heart.  This makes me think of the parable of the 

Scribe and the Pharisee.  Now remember, this is something that I began to feel, not casting aspersions on 

anyone.  Growing up, I had wonderful people to hear pray.  Dr. L.D. Morgan was my growing up pastor.  His 

preaching was fire and brimstone but his prayers were so heartfelt.  He was truly speaking to his best friend.  

My Daddy was also a wonderful man of prayer.  I began to pray like them because it sounded good. 

 

I realized many years ago, that when praying, I needed to open my heart totally to God while talking with Him.  

I also began to speak to Him as my best friend while being respectful of His being my Heavenly Father.  I 

have learned to pray for specific things, not generalities.  Remember back when you told your mom exactly 

what you wanted for your birthday present?  You didn’t tell her “a truck” or “a doll.”  You told her you wanted 

the transformer blue truck with battery powered light and sounds or the movie star Barbie with the black hair, 

not the blond.  You were very specific with your wants.  When I was teaching in Waller and making the 90 

minute drive every day, I would spend the majority of the morning drive in conversation with my Father.  God 

wants us to spend time with Him.  He desires for us to talk with Him.  He also requires us to listen.  I have 

found that sometimes I don’t fulfill my part of the bargain as I should.  I also have the patience of a gnat. 

 

I want what I want when I want it. 

 

It has taken me a while to understand that God DOES have things in hand and while He may allow me to do 

things to expedite the situation to my point of view, He is the one who gets things done in HIS time.  I have 

come to believe that turning a situation over to God is the hardest thing to do.  As most of you realize, I sorta 

like to be in control (shocking revelation) and I wish to convince God I can help.  Silly of me I know.  Hands 

off, letting God do what He is going to do is what needs to be done.  Yet realistically, it is super hard.  This 

comes down to faith.  Believing what God says He will do. 

 

We are so blessed to have a God who loves and wants the best for us.  Having a God who wants to talk to 

us, not just on special occasions, but the little things that happen during the day; that sudden break in traffic, 

the wonderful phone call from an old friend, or finding out the problem with your car is minor.  Everyday things 

that others take for granted we need to tell our best friend thank you. 

 

Our God desires to spend time with us, wants us to rely on Him. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Your Sister in Christ, 

Donna Baskin 



July 2021 - Lectionary Readings 
 

July 4 - 6th Sunday after Pentecost 
Ezekiel 2:1-5; Psalm 123; 

2 Corinthians 12:2-10; Mark 6:1-13 
 

July 11 - 7th Sunday after Pentecost 
Amos 7:7-15; Psalm 85:8-13; 

Ephesians 1:3-14; Mark 6:14-29 
 

July 18 - 8th Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 7:1-14a and Psalm 89:20-37 or 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 and Psalm 23; 
Ephesians 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

 
July 25 - 9th Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 11:1-15 and Psalm 14 or 

2 Kings 4:42-44 and Psalm 145:10-18; 
Ephesians 3:14-21; John 6:1-21  

The Legacy Campus: 
Tommy & Peggy Badders, Sarah Leverett. 
 

Others: 
Tom Abendroth, Donna Baskin and family, Hubert Boeker, Ann 
Bond, The Rev. Don Brown, Sharon Bumgardner, Jim Coe, 
Rowan Collier, Autumn Eggleston, Adel, Leila & Mounir Ghais, 
Stacy Gilzow, Mary Kelly Goll, Marie Hestand, Frank Hill, Sarah 
Lu Hinton, Joseph, Dr. Bob Kelly, Richard Knapik, Ruth Leissner, 
Alice Lowery and son, Ed Miller, The family of Rosemary 
Mullen, Zelda Regalado, Jug Rhymes, Nancy Ryman, Annette 
Sankot, Rev. Frank Seaman, The Revs. Charley & JayE Shurtz, 
Maddie Staszesky, Donna Townsend, Karen Trobl and family, the 
Bay City Homeless Community, Missionaries, Contractors and 
their families in foreign countries, our College Students, our 
Elected Leaders, the Police, Fire Fighters and all First Responders, 
the Staff, Session of our Church, Teachers and School Personnel, 
and our country.  
 

Our servicemen and their families: 
Army - Spencer Hill, Darryl Kendrick (Wilma Stredic’s 
grandson). 
 
Air Force - Allison McGrath (Denise Frazier’s  
great-niece). 
 
Navy -  Charles Patrick Albreght (grandson of Sharon Hall-
Bumgardner), Brian Davis. 

 
Should any changes need to be made to the 
prayer list, please contact the church office. 

Amanda Hill  7/4 

Ann Uher  7/4 

Jameson Hodges 7/11 

Doreen Bounds 7/12 

Ruth Leissner  7/12 

Diane Westmoreland 7/13 

Karen Trobl  7/14 

Zeinab Ghais  7/16 

Charlie Helmick 7/16 

Rachel Helmick 7/16 

Joe Johnston  7/17 

Spencer Hill  7/20 

Priscilla Obermeyer 7/23 

John Hodges  7/29 

Sandy Boyer  7/31 

William & Melissa Guynes 7/12 

Joe & Candy Johnston 7/19 

Doug & Norma Peterson 7/27 

CHILDREN’S 

SERMON 

 
July 4 

Cindy Hodges 
July 11 

The Rev. Wilma Harris 
July 18 

Brenna Hodges 
July 25 

Zeinab Ghais 

MORNING SOUND 
 
July 4 

Doug Huebner 
July 11 

Charlie Boeker 
July 18 

Jim Coe 
July 25 

Linda Brown 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

 
July 4 

Brenna Hodges 
July 11 

Cindy Hodges 
July 18 

Jody Romine 
July 25 

Ronnie Mullen 

JULY KITCHEN CREW 
 

Linda Brown  240-0319 
Jody Romine  713-299-6287 

Marie Hestand  245-2800 


