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Dear Friends,
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Ministers - The Members of
First Presbyterian Church

Committee Chairpersons for 2021
Building & Grounds - Doug Huebner
Christian Education - Karin Hill
Congregational Care - John Hodges
Finance - Greg Westmoreland
Nominating - Greg Westmoreland and Doug Huebner
Outreach & Mission - Debbie Dennard
Personnel - Jim Coe
Stewardship - Jody Romine
Worship - Donna Baskin

The sun is setting and the old man is wondering
where his help is at. Several days ago he had
asked that a young friend come over this day and
give him some help moving a few things around in
his house. His wife would be home the next day
from the hospital and they were bringing in a
hospital bed that morning. The young man had
told him, I will be there before the end of the day.
Yet, the sun was not down but would be soon. He
questioned the wisdom of waiting all day to trust
someone on their word. People just did not live
like that anymore. Who could he call this late in
the day? How could he move this stuff on his
own? He had worked in wildcat oil fields when
younger, enormous hands and exceptional
strength had fed his family, a wife and three sons,
up till a few years ago. With his children all living
out of state, arthritis had taken its toll and he could
do almost nothing now. He had waited patiently
on his porch most of the day, leaving only to grab
a bite to eat or go to the bathroom. Now it was so
late he got up and headed back into the house not
knowing what to do next. He slowly closed the
door and started walking to the kitchen when he

heard the old truck pull into the driveway. The
young man had restored the old Ford some
months ago and loved to drive it with the manual
shift in the floor. Smiling he thought, I just needed
to wait one more minute." He felt a bit
disappointed that he had lost confidence in the
word of the young man.
All too often we do this in our walk of faith. We
are asked to believe that God is always with us
but to often stop expecting God to be there. The
fault is not with God but us. There is a time for
everything under the sun. A part of that is a time
of waiting for God's answer and God's purpose.
Let us do what we can and accept God's time in
everything else.
Pastor Charley
We are very happy to be here and hope to soon
be settled in. Thank you to each and everyone for
helping us become a part of our wonderful church
and Bay City as well.

Current Schedule

Changes to Watch For:
You will see some changes in the sanctuary
and the worship order when you return to inperson worship and fellowship.

•
•
•

PLEASE HELP COLLECT
SCHOOL SUPPLIES
There are children right here in Bay City that do
not have adequate school supplies. FPC women
will be collecting school supplies on an ongoing
basis. Now is the time of year that prices will be at
the lowest for the year. Please consider this
investment in our future. Donations may be left in
the church office. Any questions, contact Doreen
Bounds at 245-9169.

All school supplies are welcomed.

•

Especially appreciated are:

•

Colored Pencils
Pencils
Erasers
Pencil Top Erasers
Pencil Sharpeners
Markers
Black Pens
Red Pens
Binders
Dividers with tabs

Composition Books-wide ruled
Construction Paper
Safety Scissors
Plastic Folders with brads
Backpacks
Paper Towels
Rulers
Glue
Glue Sticks
Crayons - 24 in box is best
Wide Ruled Loose Leaf Paper
Computer Paper
Jump Drives

•
•

New large screen projection
Blending of Contemporary and Traditional
Worship
No passing of the offering plates. Drop
offerings at the plate near the door
Communion is self-serve following the
sermon
Fellowship meals will be served rather
than buffet style
Fully vaccinated people are not required
to wear masks per state guidelines
Hymnals and Bibles are back in the pews

Vacation Bible School - 8/3-5/21, 6:00 p.m.-7:45 p.m.
2nd Sunday Lunch - following Worship - 8/8/21
(Cold Lunch, Dessert Provided)
Sunday School - Every Sunday at 9:15 a.m.
Youth and Adult Classes Available
Worship - Every Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Group - Every Tuesday, 10:00 a.m., Conference Room
Bible Study - Every Tuesday, 10:30 a.m., Conference Room
Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.
Diaper Disciples - 8/14/21 & 8/28/21, 10:00 a.m. - Noon
Worship Committee - 8/3/21, 1 p.m.
Christian Education Committee - 8/10/21, 4 p.m.
Newsletter Deadline - 8/15/21
Building & Grounds Committee - 8/19/21, 6:00 p.m.
Outreach & Missions Committee - 8/24/21, 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday Night Supper - 8/25/21, 6 p.m.
Session - 8/29/2021, following worship

Well, most of us have pets. We love and care for them as if they were our own children. Having said that, these
adorable little creatures are also a pain in the tukkus at times, just like our human children. But, where would our life
be without them? Calm, dull and not exciting.
I’ve always had some type of pet around. Growing up, we started out with a black and white little rat terrier from my
uncle’s dogs. Older sister names him Nicodemus (Nicky) from the Bible. Never knew for sure why, but this little guy
had gotten injured in a car wreck and due to being handled by 4 little girls too often, had a great disposition despite his
back being ruined, causing him to run in a cockeyed manner. After succumbing to the back problems, we were
adopted by a huge peachy orange tom cat. This was the cat who allowed my baby sister to dress him like a baby doll.
Baby sister named him “PeachPuff.” All that mattered was that he allowed the indignation of having clothes put on him
and never scratched or bit. He invited a beautiful black and white mama cat with kittens to come live in the garage with
him. “Cinder” had the habit of jumping on the kitchen door, clinging to the screen window, yeowling loudly until one of
us came outside in the garage. She would walk over to the kitten box, look back at us and meow UNTIL we came over
and sat down to watch her babies. Cinder would then proceed to leave the garage and would expect us to stay there
until she returned shortly. My sweet little Mama would do this if we girls were not around. (Now Mama really didn’t like
animals for they tended to investigate her toes in her house shoes. When we would come anywhere close to her toes,
she would scream and dance around, for this was unnerving to her.) Once mama kitty came back inside, usually about
15 minutes later, we were dismissed from our duty.
When I had a family of my own with a fenced in yard, we got a beautiful buff colored Cocker Spaniel. She was named
“Champagne N Hunny” due to her coloring. Sweet but dumb beauty. After a visit from the neighborhood Romeos, with
my help, she delivered 10 puppies, which we gladly gave to new homes. After 5 years, she ended up going blind and
was found by the back fence on a Saturday morning, having crossed the Rainbow Bridge. Of course the kids were
devastated, but we managed. My number 2 son was taking piano lessons from a church friend whose cat had
delivered several kittens. After assurances that he would take care of it, he selected the ugliest kitten of the bunch, a
tortious shell color and stubborn disposition. You’ve heard the expression, “rocking in a room of long tailed cats,” she
dared you to rock over her tail. Well, there was a Lothario named Alvin that came calling, and yes, Sassy delivered 11
kittens, in my bedroom closet, on top of the long pants of an Arabian man’s robe. We removed the kittens to her box in
the kitchen, where she promptly took all 11 back to my closet. This was done twice more until I just gave in and was
serenaded for 3 weeks by kittens. We were able to adopt out all but one of the kittens, a replica of Alvin. This little guy
took to me and was definitely my cat. Due to having a sinus condition, which was heard in his hoarse little voice and
his pink nose showing evidence of this condition, he was named Booger. Booger was a sweet tempered cat even
when son number 2 decided to get a dog.

After much shopping around on newspaper sites and the such, son found the dog he wanted. This cute little female
Beagle and Blue Heeler mix was to become a favorite of all the pets we have loved. Of course, the plan was for her to
stay outside. You are aware of the “best laid plans,” right, that did not occur. Son number 2 had us get a dog door to
the back yard and taught her to go through it by self-demonstration. (He was 6 foot tall at the time of the
demonstration.) She and Booger would dash through the door on a regular basis. Little did we know that this sweet
little girl also had Great Dane somewhere in the mix. At the time of her death, she could stand on her hind legs and be
taller than my husband. When sitting, she was the same height as my daughter when on her knees. Lots of fun with
Delilah Belle as she chased the water hose, helped us with gardening and keeping the meter readers from the yard.
3 ½ years ago, after losing Charles, I began acquiring dogs. This wasn’t the plan, but it started with a little red male
chihuahua mix, Crosby. After 10 months, with me being gone 12 – 18 hours a day at work, I decided he needed
company, so here comes Lola. She had been surrendered to a shelter for termination and her picture was of this pitiful
looking little white dog. We still don’t understand the why for termination except she would not be house trained. (I
won’t go into my tirade about that.) We became a family of 3. They did not get along at first but now are the best of
friends. About 6 months later, I was asked to temporarily foster a female miniature long-haired, red, 6 pound
chihuahua. I’m really a bad foster for Reba is still with me and is a snuggle buddy. Lastly, in October, a friend of a
friend had fallen and broken his hip. My friend could not take this little black poodle because all 7 of her dogs were
huge and would literally step on her. She came to stay with me until her owner returned home from the hospital. Well,
he never returned and this little female, Audra, has been my shadow since.
I would not trade the world for my “fur babies.” Even with the issues that arise with living with them, they are my family.
We have been given the opportunity to have families from all over. We learn to get a long, we learn to deal and work
out our problems. This is what family is all about. The saying that “blood is thicker than water” does not always hold
true. The family we choose to surround ourselves with are sometimes closer and more bonded than those we are born
into. Christ died so that we may show others God’s love in action. Our church family is close and I consider some of
them as my own family. Let us try to show God’s love in everyday things and to do so every day.
Sincerely,
Your Sister in Christ,
Donna Baskin

August 2021 - Lectionary Readings

The Legacy Campus:
Tommy & Peggy Badders, Sarah Leverett.
Others:
Maria Obdulia Arriaga, Peggy and Tommy Badders & their
daughter -Dena Clinton, Carolyn Barclay, Donna Baskin including
Marcus & Clinton, Hubert Boeker, Jim & Doreen Bounds &
Family (after passing of Jim’s sister, Betty Small), Sharon
Bumgardner, Jim Coe, Rowan Collier, Flo Dreher, Autumn
Eggleston, Employment & Housing, First Presbyterian ChurchBay City, Adel Ghais & Family, Stacy Gilzow, Mary Kelly Goll,
Rev. Wilma Harris, Marie Hestand, Frank Hill, Sarah Lu Hinton,
Joseph (6 year old stem cell transplant), Gayle Holton, Dr. Bob
Kelly, Richard Knapik, Ruth Leissner, Sarah Leverett, Alice
Lowery and family, Ed Miller, family of Rosemary Mullen,
Brenda Owen, Banks Phillips (Teresa’s great nephew), Father
James Ramsey, Zelda Regalado, Nancy Ryman, Annette Sankot
(Linda Brown’s SIL), Rev. Frank Seaman, smooth transition for
Pastor Charley and JayE Shurtz, Britney & Zach Shurtz and their
son Kade, Charlie Wayne Smith (former classmate of my Dad),
Maddie Staszesky (Teresa’s granddaughter), Mark Svatek
(Carolyn Svatek Salazar’s brother), family of Craig Alan
Thompson (Denise Frazier’s nephew), Donna Townsend & Joyce,
Karen Trobl and family, Ann Uher, Aiden Varnell.

Our servicemen and their families:
Army - Spencer Hill, Darryl Kendrick (Wilma Stredic’s
grandson).
Air Force - Allison McGrath (Denise Frazier’s
great-niece).
Navy - Charles Patrick Albreght (grandson of Sharon HallBumgardner), Brian Davis.
Should any changes need to be made to the
prayer list, please contact the church office.

WORSHIP
LEADERS
August 1
Karin or Marc Hill
August 8
Doreen Bounds
August 15
Ronnie Mullen
August 22
Linda Brown
August 29
Zeinab Ghais

CHILDREN’S
SERMON
August 1
Cindy Hodges
August 8
The Rev. Charley Shurtz
August 15
Linda Brown
August 22
Zeinab Ghais
August 29
Cindy Hodges

August 1 - 10th Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a and Psalm 51:1-12 or
Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 and Psalm 78:23-29;
Ephesians 4:1-16; John 6:24-35
August 8 - 11th Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 and Psalm 130 or
1 Kings 19:4-8 and Psalm 34:1-8;
Ephesians 4:25-5:2; John 6:35, 41-51
August 15 - 12th Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 and Psalm 111 or
Proverbs 9:1-6 and Psalm 34:9-14;
Ephesians 5:15-20; John 6:51-58

August 22 - 13th Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 8:1, 6, 10-11, 22-30, 41-43 and Psalm 84 or
Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 and Psalm 34:15-22;
Ephesians 6:10-20; John 6:56-69
August 29 - 14th Sunday after Pentecost
Song of Solomon 2:8-13 and Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 or
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 and Psalm 15;
James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

Norma Mullen
Donna Baskin
Carol Ann Huitt
Brittany Regalado
Candy Johnston
Marie Hestand
Pharaoh Williams
Robin Schwartz
Oscar Regalado
Larry Bond
Nancy Knapik
Sonja Varnell
Jug Rhymes

8/1
8/5
8/6
8/7
8/9
8/14
8/15
8/18
8/24
8/27
8/28
8/30
8/31

Crayden & Debbie Dennard
Charles & Linda Townsend
Steve & Donna Sliva
Richard & Nancy Knapik

8/4
8/12
8/25
8/27

AUGUST KITCHEN CREW
Doreen Bounds, Chair 245-9169
Priscilla Obermeyer 245-2360
Marie Hestand 245-2800

