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MAY 

2021 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
May has arrived and we were happy to say goodbye 
to winter this year after dealing with “the deep 
freeze” and its aftereffects.  Many individuals and 
church congregations in Texas are still awaiting 
reparations and searching for contractors to repair 
water damage caused by burst pipes.  First 
Presbyterian Church of Bay City, TX was fortunate.  
We had only limited “freeze” issues and those 
fortunately did not involve the need for major repairs.  
We thank God for our good fortune with water 
issues.  However, around the same time, a gas leak 
was detected under our building and inspection of 
that uncovered a larger problem with our gas piping.  
It was old and deteriorated and well beyond the 
need for replacement.  It was replaced, and again 
thank God, all is well.  The freeze and the gas leak 
reminded me of how vulnerable we are to the whims 
of nature and time.  We never know what disaster 
lurks around the next corner waiting to spring upon 
us without warning.  Yet, we must deal fearlessly 
with each as it comes and remain confident that God 
is our stronghold and our protector when we face 
adversity. 
 
These happenings reminded me of Psalm 27 which 
is categorized as a Triumphant Song of Confidence.  
The psalmist David acknowledges that fear stalks 
him all the time.  Yet, he writes, “The Lord is my light 
and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  The Lord is 
the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?”  
Like David, we fear many things - rejection, 
misunderstanding, doubt, illness, and death; but we 
too can conquer these by trusting in the Lord who is 
our ultimate salvation.  There is absolutely nothing 
that can separate us from the love and care of God - 
not anything, no matter how difficult and disastrous it 
may look to us from this side of heaven.  God is 
always on our side.  

David calls on God to allow him to live in the house 
of the Lord all the days of his life and to shelter him 
when he faces trouble.  We often run to God when 
we face trouble.  David asked for God’s guidance 
every day.  That was a sound plan.  In that way 
whenever he faced trouble he was prepared 
because he was already in God’s presence.  We can 
call on God when we have problems but why not call 
on God every day?  Perhaps many of our problems 
would be avoided altogether if we did. 
 
I am not saying that if we call on God every day of 
our lives, we will never have any troubles.  We will.  
Troubles are part of the definition of life.  We may 
wonder if God is watching and listening sometimes.  
David did too.  Often, it seems that God is not 
answering our prayers, or maybe he just does not 
understand how urgent our request is.  If we think 
that way, we are judging God as unfair or denying 
his ability to control the world.  We need to develop 
patience.  Wait for the Lord.  God is worth waiting for 
my friends.  He uses our time of waiting to refresh, 
renew and teach us.  So, let us make good use of 
your waiting time the next time we deal with a 
frustrating wait for a plumber or a repair person.  
What is God trying to teach us?  What are we to 
learn as we wait?  I promise it is something 
wonderful. 
 
Happy Mother’s Day, enjoy the May flowers, and get 
ready to celebrate the church’s birthday on 
Pentecost. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 

Pastor Wilma 



Current Schedule 
 

Worship - 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

Prayer Group - 10:00 a.m. Tuesdays, Robbins Hall 

Bible Study - 10:30 a.m. Tuesdays, Robbins Hall 

Diaper Disciples - 10 a.m. - Noon 5/8/21 & 5/22/21 

PW Council - 5/5/21 - 4:30 p.m., Robbins Hall 

Worship Committee - 5/11/21, 1 p.m. 

Christian Education Committee - 5/11/21, 4 p.m. 

Afternoon Circle - 5/12/21, 1:30 p.m. 

Newsletter Deadline - 5/15/21 

Session - 5/16/21, following Worship 

Finance Committee - 5/17/21, 6 p.m. 

Memorial Day - 5/31/21 - Church Office Closed 

REOPENING 
 

Session is planning a grand reopening 

on June 6th. 

Watch for more exciting information 

to follow. 

Our seniors of 
2021 

will receive their 
bibles on 

May 16, 2021, 
during the 
10:30 a.m. 

worship service.  

Lunch after Worship 
will resume on 
June 6, 2021 

 
The lunch on June 6th will be cold food.  

Cold salads, anything that 
doesn’t have to be heated. 

Also bring your favorite desserts.   
 

Please practice social distancing. 
The women will serve the food to all. 

We will be wearing masks and gloves. 
No one will serve themselves. 
The desserts will be covered. 

Parents, please keep your children with you 
in the serving line and at your table.    

 
Thank you in advance for your cooperation 
with the safe practices, so we will be able to 

keep our church open for even more 
fellowship opportunities. 

Pentecost , 5/23/2021 
 

Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the gift of the Holy 
Spirit and the birthday of the church.  The Holy Spirit remains with us 
still, connecting us with the church of the past, continuing to inspire 
the church of today, and pointing us to the church of the future.  Each 
year, this celebration is marked by receiving the Pentecost Offering 
which nurtures the faith of those who are the church to come - 
children, youth, and young adults. 
 
Psalm 71 testifies that a foundation of faith established during 
childhood helps ensure lifelong faith and service.  The patterns and 
lessons established during these formative years continue to bear 
fruit throughout a person’s life.  By giving to the Pentecost Offering, 
your congregation participates in helping our children, youth, and 
young adults grow up to proclaim with the Psalmist, “O God, from my 
youth you have taught me, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds.” 
 
Quick Facts 
 Congregations keep 40% of raised funds to initiate or support 

programs for young people in their communities. 
 The first Presbyterian Youth Triennium was held in 1980. 
 The Day of Pentecost is referred to as the birthday of the Church. 
 Pentecost is usually represented with the color red, which 

symbolizes the fire of the Holy Spirit. 
 
First Presbyterian Church, Bay City, will be collecting the Pentecost 
Offering throughout the month of May.  Thank you very much for 
prayerfully considering donating to this very worthwhile cause.  
Please mark your donations clearly for the Pentecost Offering.   



INCOME AND EXPENSES 
Monthly and Year-to-Date 

 
                                    March          Year-to-Date 
                                      2021                  2021 
 
INCOME $ 8,221.82 $ 20,815.66 
  (without 
    foundation 
    transfers) 
EXPENSES 13,850.32   45,801.19 
 

 -$  5,628.50 -$ 24,985.53 
 DEFICIT DEFICIT 

May 2021 - Lectionary Readings 
 

May 2 - 5th Sunday of Easter 
Acts 8:26-40 and Psalm 22:25-31; 

 1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8 
 

May 9 - 6th Sunday of Easter 
Acts 10:44-48 and Psalm 98; 
1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17 

 
May 16 - 7th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 and Psalm 1; 
1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19 

 
May 23 - Day of Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14 and  
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; 

Romans 8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21; 
John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15  

 
May 30 - Trinity Sunday 

Isaiah 6:1-8 and Psalm 29; 
Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17      

The Legacy Campus: 
Tommy & Peggy Badders. 
 

Others: 
Tom Abendroth, Hubert Boeker, Ann Bond, Sharon Bumgardner, 
The Family of Mittie Burditt, Dena & Bill Clinton, Jim Coe, 
Rowan Collier, Autumn Eggleston, Stacy Gilzow, Mary Kelly 
Goll, Marie Hestand, Frank Hill, Sarah Lu Hinton, Joseph, 
Richard Knapik, Pastor Larry, Danny Lee, The Families of Roland 
and Richard Lehmann, Ruth Leissner, Sarah Leverett, The Family 
of Gil Lowery, Brent Marceaux, Keith Marceaux, Rosemary 
Mullen, The Family of Bill Roe, Nancy Ryman, Annette Sankot, 
Rev. Frank Seaman, The Family of Tommie Lou Todish, Donna 
Townsend, Karen Trobl and family, Alicia Winebrenner, the Bay 
City Homeless Community, Missionaries, Contractors and their 
families in foreign countries, our College Students, our Elected 
Leaders, the Police, Fire Fighters and all First Responders, the 
Staff, the Pastoral Nominating Committee, Session of our Church, 
Teachers and School Personnel.  
 

Our servicemen and their families: 
Army - Darryl Kendrick (Wilma Stredic’s grandson). 
 
Air Force - Allison McGrath (Denise Frazier’s  
great-niece). 
 
Navy -  Charles Patrick Albreght (grandson of Sharon Hall-
Bumgardner), Brian Davis. 

 
Should any changes need to be made to the 
prayer list, please contact the church office. 

Trevor Frazier  5/18 

Morgan Greenway 5/18 

Jarred Hodges  5/19 

Jared Boyer  5/19 

Clyde Workman 5/29 

Norma Peterson 5/30 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

 
May 2 

Karin Hill 
May 9 

Doreen Bounds 
May 16 

Ronnie Mullen 
May 23 

Brenna Hodges 
May 30 

Cindy Hodges 

MORNING SOUND 
 
May 2 

Spencer Hill 
May 9 

Charlie Boeker 
May 16 

Doug Huebner 
May 23 

Spencer Hill 
May 30 

Charlie Boeker 

Thank you for all of the prayers, 
cards, calls, and all of the love that 
has been arriving from everyone at 
First Presbyterian Church, Bay City.  
It certainly has helped during this 
most difficult time. 

 
                       Most sincerely, 
                       Mary Ann Roe & family 


