The
First Presbyterian Church
2216 Avenue H
Bay City, Texas 77414

PRESBYTERIAN
PROCLAIMER

JUNE
2021

A publication of First Presbyterian Church, Bay City, Texas

Return Services Requested
Dated Material—Prompt Delivery Requested

Dear Friends in Christ,
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Pastor - The Rev. Wilma Harris
Church Administrator - Norma Jean Peterson
Interim Music/Accompanist - Donna Baskin
Director of Christian Education - Cindy Hodges
Nursery - Carol Petersen and Karen Trobl
Custodian - Angelica Alfaro
Ministers - The Members of
First Presbyterian Church

Committee Chairpersons for 2021
Building & Grounds - Doug Huebner
Christian Education - Karin Hill
Congregational Care - John Hodges
Finance - Greg Westmoreland
Nominating - Greg Westmoreland and Doug Huebner
Outreach & Mission - Debbie Dennard
Personnel - Jim Coe
Stewardship - Jody Romine
Worship - Donna Baskin

It is June already and the season of Easter has
ended. The church now enters that time after
Pentecost that is referred to as “ordinary time.” This
part of the church year extends throughout the
summer and fall, all the way until the season of
Advent that begins on November 28. There really is
not anything ordinary about “ordinary time” because
the Word of the Lord is always fresh and surprising.
We review the life of Christ and the records of the
early church and its ministers during this time. Each
time we do, we learn something we missed before or
had forgotten. God opens our eyes to new insights
and enables us to build a stronger relationship with
him through Jesus Christ and the work of the Holy
Spirit.

Like becoming a skilled musician or a world class
athlete, becoming an astute student of the Bible
takes time and practice and repetition of the same
material over and over until it becomes a part of you
and who you are. Fortunately, God does not require
us all to become world class Bible scholars, but he
does want us to learn over and over again the
basics of his desires for us.

We have similar experiences in life all the time. We
go to an historic or scenic area that we have visited
before and suddenly we realize that we never
previously noticed that artifact on the battlefield, or
that rock jutting out on the distant mountain. I often
have that experience driving to Bay City from my
home in Fulshear. I am driving along and suddenly I
look out and see a house, or a barn, or a pond that I
had not ever noticed earlier and I say to myself,
“How did I miss that before! What? Am I blind?”
We find it difficult to comprehend how so much
escapes our notice, especially things that are in
plain sight, right before our very eyes, but it
happens. Such is the nature of being a fallible
human being. We are not perfect. Our sight is not
perfect. Our comprehension is not perfect. Our
understanding is not perfect. We should not be
surprised that this lack of perfection extends to our
grasp of the Holy Scriptures and of God’s work in
the world.

We all like love. We like to be loved. It makes us
feel good. We are all for it. Yet it is often difficult for
us to offer it freely and without judgment to others.
We are not bad people, but we are flawed human
people. We are not perfect. We simply are not able
to escape our prejudgments of others, our tendency
to sort people into the worthy and the unworthy. That
is why each year the church guides us back through
those old familiar stories about how God choses
ordinary, less than perfect people just like us, to
carry his work and his word to the nations.

The Scriptures boil those basics down to a few
critical points: Love the Lord with all your heart,
mind and soul and love your neighbor as yourself.
Jesus said he left his followers with ONE
commandment and that was that they love one
another as he had loved them.

We are the broken vessels that God uses to bring
peace and justice and mercy to all God’s people.
Go forth and be a brave bearer of God’s love to
everyone you meet.
Have a beautiful beginning of summer. Be safe.
Have fun and enjoy being free to spend time with
family and friends once again.
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Wilma

Denise Frazier’s grandson
Ethan graduated from
Texas A&M. He is on to
law school in Chicago.
Congratulations Ethan!

Called Congregational Meeting
There will be a Called Congregational Meeting
of the First Presbyterian Church, Bay City,
Texas, on June 6, 2021, immediately following
worship for the purpose of approving Terms of
Call for a new Installed Pastor.
Please plan on attending!

Changes to Watch For:
You will see some changes in the sanctuary and the worship
order when you return to in-person worship and fellowship.

•
•
•
•
•
•

New large screen projection
Blending of Contemporary and Traditional Worship
No passing of the offering plates. Drop offerings at the
plate near the door
Communion is self-serve following the sermon
Fellowship meals will be served rather than buffet style
Fully vaccinated people are not required to wear masks
per state guidelines

Current Schedule

Dear Friends,

Operation Christmas Child
Please be collecting small, quality toys for
the Operation Christmas Child boxes that
we will be assembling later in the year.
Thank you!

Thank you for the cards, the
prayers, and your thoughts and
love.
I miss all of you and love each
and every one of you.
Wish I could see all of you.
Love,
Mary Ann Roe

Called Congregational Meeting - 6/6/21
Covered Dish Lunch - following Worship - 6/6/21
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m. Sundays - Youth and Adult
Worship - 10:30 a.m. Sundays
Prayer Group - 10:00 a.m. Tuesdays, Robbins Hall
Bible Study - 10:30 a.m. Tuesdays, Robbins Hall
Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.
Diaper Disciples - 10 a.m. - Noon 6/12/21 & 6/26/21
Worship Committee - 6/8/21, 1 p.m.
Christian Education Committee - 6/8/21, 4 p.m.
Newsletter Deadline - 6/15/21
Wednesday Night Supper - 6/23/21, 6 p.m.
Session - 6/27/21, following Worship

It’s Easy to Give from Your Retirement Fund

Bible Presentation
Two young men were presented Bibles by the
Women of the Church on Sunday, 5/16/2021,
Aaron Ansari and
Justin Hubbard (Townsend’s grandson).
We wish them well as they go on to the next
phase of their lives.

For those of us 72 years or older with an Individual Retirement Account (IRA), we must take an
annual Required Minimum Distribution (RMD), which is based on the Internal Revenue Service
(IRS) Uniform Lifetime Table and the preceding December 31st value of that IRA. The amount is
taxable as income...unless we give it directly from the IRA to a charity. The process for doing
this is simple and direct.
You contact your account manager and say that you wish to give to the church from your RMD.
You are sent paperwork requesting the name and mailing address of the church and the amount
you wish to donate. You must sign the request. Once received by your account manager, a
check is processed and mailed to the church. Because you are not taking this amount as
income, it is not taxable to you. However, it is also not eligible for a tax deduction. Because this
contribution lowers your overall income, it results in a lower tax for you. Depending on the size of
your gift and your personal situation, it could be a significant savings.

May and June
During the last few months, I’ve missed my parents. Not any particular reason but just missing them.
With Mother’s Day, I began to really think about things Mama would say and do that made her so special to me.
Loving unconditionally those in her circle was one of her best qualities, and believe me, her circle was HUGE. With
her school life (personnel and students), her church friends and then her family, she had more love and caring than
anyone else I knew. We are talking about thousands of lives she touched.
In talking with one of my sisters, we got to giggling thinking about the things Mama said and did as we were growing
up. When Mama was walking down the hall after school from an office visit, you could distinguish her walk from all
the others. Plus, the fact that she was always laughing. Well, she didn’t always laugh for she did have trials that
came her way, but mostly, Mama was a happy person. Mama’s laugh was hale and hearty, along with infectious.
When Mama was laughing, no one could help but smile and just be a little happier with wherever they were.
Mama was what I always pictured as the epitome of a genteel southern lady. And for the most part, she was. At
times, Mama would be concentrating on her present task (folding the laundry). Should anyone come up on her
without her being aware, she would let out this giant foghorn scream, scare herself and others. It was amazing the
sound that could come from a person. Of course we would all be laughing hysterically and the folded laundry would
have to be refolded as it had gone flying at the moment of surprise.
Mama also had little sayings that we all knew what she meant in the situation. If Mama didn’t believe something, she
would say the person was “full of hmmmm.” She was also famous for telling us “pretty is as pretty does.” Now
should she let something slip, she would also tell us, “If you repeat what I said, I’ll swear it’s a lie and you said it.”
Then crack up giggling.
Mama did have a bit of advice that kept this girl from being totally wild: “God has a plan for you, don’t be in such a
rush.” She also told me, “Remember, if Jesus were beside you, you can do anything/go anywhere as long as He
would approve.” You do realize this would come back to interfere with some things I wanted to do and didn’t end up
doing. I reminded her of that many years later, and she just laughed and told me that had been her plan all along.
Mama and Daddy had made a giant commitment so many years ago when they agreed to take on 4 little girls 6
years and younger. Never once did I think they regretted that commitment.

On thinking of Father’s Day, Daddy was, to my mind, one of the smartest gentlemen to have graced the world. His
body type reminded me of Friar Tuck in the original movie Robin Hood. He had the 2 inch hair fringe around his bald
head. We girls learned to count by counting with Daddy as he combed his hair after his shower because he always
combed that fringe with 100 brush strokes. Daddy also would wear a suit and tie every day. As an attorney, he felt
he should dress in a dignified way. Should he notice the grass looked a little ragged, he would take off his jacket and
dress shoes, put on a pair o burnt orange half boots, tuck his dress pant legs into the boots and crank up the mower.
Now he still had on one of his beautiful ties, which he would tuck into his dress shirt between the 2nd and 3rd buttons
and away he would go to take care of the lawn. People would drive past, honk, he’d wave and continue on. Daddy
was also known for his formal attire when hunting or fishing. Yes, he still had on his dress clothes, tucked tie and all.
At his funeral, many people spoke wonderful things about him and several mentions of his habit of wearing dress
pants hunting and fishing. Daddy’s usual answer was that he liked to dress for dinner, whether it was the eating or
the catching.
My Daddy never laughed out loud, but if he was amused about something, he would bite his lower lip and you would
see his shoulders shaking as he chuckled at something. I do remember the day before I was to get married, it just
happened that I was the only one in the back seat with Mama and Daddy driving. I don’t even remember where we
were going, but I leaned forward, over the front seat and asked “Isn’t there something we are to talk about before I
get married? Ya know, something you are to tell me before I say, ‘I do’?” Well, Mama looked at Daddy and he
looked at her. Daddy bit his lower lip, shoulders beginning to shake and Mama tried not to laugh as she patted my
arm, telling me that my husband to be would know everything and not to worry.” Well, that wasn’t true, but that’s for
another time.
God knew all along what He was doing when he put me and my sisters in the home of God-fearing, God-trusting,
God-loving people They showed us how to have a family, how to deal with issues that come up and more importantly
how to love with a Christ-like love. Every family has their own idiosyncrasies, but that’s what makes family so
interesting. Jeff Foxworthy said it correctly, “there’s no crazy like family crazy” and there is truth in that statement.
I’m thankful for my family and thankful God put me where he did.
Your Sister in Christ,
Donna Baskin

June 2021 - Lectionary Readings
June 6 - 2nd Sunday after Pentecost
1 Samuel 8:4-11 (12-15) 16-20 (11:14-15)
and Psalm 138; or
Genesis 3:8-15 and Psalm 130;
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35

The Legacy Campus:
Tommy & Peggy Badders, Sarah Leverett.
Others:
Tom Abendroth, Donna Baskin and family, Hubert Boeker, Ann
Bond, Sharon Bumgardner, Jim Coe, Rowan Collier, Autumn
Eggleston, Adel, Leila & Mounir Ghais, Stacy Gilzow, Mary
Kelly Goll, Marie Hestand, Frank Hill, Sarah Lu Hinton, Joseph,
Richard Knapik, Pastor Larry, Ruth Leissner, The family of Brent
Marceaux, Rosemary Mullen, The family of Pastor Frank Paiz,
Zelda Regalado, Jug Rhymes, Nancy Ryman, Annette Sankot,
Rev. Frank Seaman, Maddie Staszesky, Donna Townsend, Karen
Trobl and family, the Bay City Homeless Community,
Missionaries, Contractors and their families in foreign countries,
our College Students, our Elected Leaders, the Police, Fire
Fighters and all First Responders, the Staff, the Pastoral
Nominating Committee, Session of our Church, Teachers and
School Personnel, and our country.

June 13 - 3rd Sunday after Pentecost
1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 and Psalm 20 or
Ezekiel 17:22-24 and Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15;
2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13) 14-17; Mark 4:26-34
June 20 - 4th Sunday after Pentecost
1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-49
and Psalm 9:9-20; or
1 Samuel 17:57-18:5, 10-16 and Psalm 133; or
Job 38:1-11 and Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32;
2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41
June 27 - 5th Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 and Psalm 130 or
Lamentations 3:22-33 and Psalm 30;
2 Corinthians 8:7-15; Mark 21-43

Our servicemen and their families:
Army - Spencer Hill, Darryl Kendrick (Wilma Stredic’s
grandson).

Air Force - Allison McGrath (Denise Frazier’s
great-niece).
Navy - Charles Patrick Albreght (grandson of Sharon HallBumgardner), Brian Davis.
Should any changes need to be made to the
prayer list, please contact the church office.
Birthdays
Ethel Williams
Jim Coe
Sharon Bumgardner
Christopher Uher
Ethan Frazier
Isabella VanDruten

6/4
6/5
6/21
6/24
6/27
6/29

Anniversaries
Greg & Diane Westmoreland
Don & Sandy Boyer
Tommy & Martha Osina
John & Cindy Hodges

INCOME AND EXPENSES
Monthly and Year-to-Date

INCOME
(without
foundation
transfers)
EXPENSES

April
2021

Year-to-Date
2021

$10,754.36

$ 31,570.02

15,069.99
-$ 4,315.63
DEFICIT

60,871.18
-$ 29,301.16
DEFICIT

WORSHIP LEADERS
June 6
Marc or Karin Hill
June 13
Doreen Bounds
June 20
Ronnie Mullen
June 27
Marc or Karin Hill

6/6
6/9
6/16
6/20

CHILDREN’S
SERMON
June 6
Spencer Hill
June 13
Zeinab Ghais
June 20
Cindy Hodges
June 27
The Rev. Wilma Harris

MORNING SOUND
June 6
Doug Huebner
June 13
Charlie Boeker
June 20
Doug Huebner
June 27
Charlie Boeker

