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Dear Friends, 
 
During the past month we have read Scriptures from the gospels that told of Jesus’ call to ministry and of his 
calling others to join him in this work. God had an already long history of calling unlikely persons to speak for 
him before his arrival on the scene in the form of the man, Jesus Christ. Jesus continued that tradition when he 
called fishermen and tax collectors and women (among others) to follow him.   
 
Our Tuesday morning Bible study group has begun a series of lessons taken from the religious TV series, The 
Chosen. In it we will look at some of the unlikely characters that Jesus chose to accompany him and to carry 
on his work after he had departed his earthly life. A few of these were Mary Magdalene, a demon possessed 
woman from the wrong side of town, Simon Peter, an impetuous and ambitious fisherman, and Matthew a 
self-centered and despised tax collector. Jesus did not call disciples from the rabbinical schools. He chose 
ordinary and flawed people. People just like us. 
 
As I was preparing to write my monthly newsletter, the following story arrived in the mail from my brother 
Mike. It tells of the calling on an unlikely preacher in our family tree. I hope you will enjoy it. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Wilma 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The following story of Halford Sutton’s call to ministry is based on information obtained from an interview 
with one of our relatives I conducted quite a few years ago at a Sutton family reunion in Minerva, OH.  The 
information was offered by Natalie Sutton Harris. Hal’s younger sister. I wish I had taken better notes, but I 
am thankful to be able to preserve this story.  It is admittedly embellished with the stuff of historical fiction 
but the parts about the crooked furrows, the tractor being stopped by hitting obstacles, the stuttering, the 
preaching, and the suit were all related to me by Natalie and are assumed to be factual.  The comments of 
R.W. Sutton, my grandfather, were related to me by my mother but whether they were ever uttered in 
relation to Hal’s call to preach is not known. In truth I do not know for sure if Hal was part of Mt. Zion 
Methodist Church although my grandfather was an active member there. I assume Hal was because of the 
remarks attributed to my grandfather and because I was shown where Hal lived by my parents. Hal’s home 
was in proximity to both my parents’ residences and, as far as I can recall, there would be no other churches 
nearby. Hal was Mom’s first cousin once removed, the grandson of her uncle W.H. Sutton.   
 

“Halford Sutton’s Call to Preach” Continued... 

MARCH 

2021 



Current Schedule 
 

Worship - 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

Prayer Group - 10:00 a.m. Tuesdays, Robbins Hall 

Bible Study - 10:30 a.m. Tuesdays, Robbins Hall 

Worship Committee - 3/2/21, 1 p.m. 

PW Council - 3/3/21 - 4:30 p.m., Robbins Hall 

Afternoon Circle - 3/10/21, 1:30 p.m. 

Sunday Circle - 3/14/21, 9:30 a.m. 

Finance Committee - 3/15/21, 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Lenten Worship - see schedule above 

Session - 3/28/21, following worship 

Newsletter Deadline - 3/15/2021 

Hey friends! You are all aware that music plays a significant part in my life, always has. Earliest 
remembrances are when my Mama would be singing nursery rhymes to me and my little sisters. She 
would rock them to sleep while singing, she would keep us entertained after she got home from 
teaching by singing rhymes or Mission Friends songs to us.  We would get to hear her on Sundays in 
the sanctuary choir as she was one of the two/three church soloists growing up. Of course, my sisters 
and I were in the children’s and youth choirs until my 16

th
 birthday when she announced it was time for 

me to join the sanctuary choir which meant I was a member of both youth and sanctuary choirs. No 
problem, it was what it was. 
 
As my older sister was an accomplished pianist and organist, there was instrumental music constantly 
in our home. Mama and Virginia would play hymn duets since for a time, both instruments were in the 
front living room. All of us girls took piano lessons and the required daily 30-minute practice sessions 
were sometimes not as much fun as others. But they eventually paid off, especially when it came to 
being in college and having to teach myself the songs required for my degree and accompanying my 
own choirs. 
 
When I was teaching, I would often sing all during the nights prior to a contest or concert, all the songs 
my students were singing.  This was not because they did not know the music, but more my OCD about 
their performances and making sure I was and had been doing my part in teaching them correctly. This 
was just how things were in my mind.  
 
Over the years, the songs I grew up with have been ever present in my mind, especially during hard 
situations. While scriptures have also come to mind, the scripture-based songs have served me easier. 
More times than I can count, I have awakened singing a song or phrase of a song.  It becomes that ear 
worm that consistently is going through my mind. It’s like when the thought of someone you haven’t had 
any communication with in “forever” come to mind. I firmly believe the song or that friend has been put 
there by God for a purpose. As though I need to reach out to that person to say “Hi, thinking of you” or 
give them a call just to check up on them. These songs that come to mind are to serve me in some way, 
maybe to calm my mind and spirit or to get me motivated about something. “Fairest Lord Jesus” came 
to mind last week… “Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature”. This was especially poignant during the 
cold when I just couldn’t get warm enough.  
 
The Lord uses everything in His arsenal to get our attention when it is not where it should be, which is 
on Him and what He requires of us. Our God is a gracious and merciful God, yet allows us to have the 
choice to follow His dictates or not.  We have to realize that even with His mercies, we are His to 
command and our response should be to obey.  When He gives us a task to perform, we should do it 
quickly and proudly, for if we are truly His, this should gladden our hearts.  There are many examples in 
the Bible of those who decided they did not want to follow instructions (Jonah who had to be swallowed 
by a great fish) before they eventually did as were told.  
 
The Lord does not hesitate to remind us who we belong to and what we have been chosen to do. When 
we have a task to perform or a song to sing, we should gladly sing it, loud and proud, for this is just one 
way to show obedience AND to do it with a glad heart.  
 
Your Sister in Christ, 
 
Donna Baskin 

It’s That Time Again! 
First Presbyterian Church 

SCHOLARSHIP 
 

For anyone interested, come to the church office 
and pick  up one up.  The guidelines are attached 
to the application.  Just remember, the deadline 
for applying is Thursday, April 1, 2021, at 5:00 
p.m.  If you have any questions, please call Karin 
Hill, Chair of Christian Education Committee. 

Scholarship 

Application 

Time 

Lenten Worship Services 
starting at Noon on Wednesdays. 

 
3/2 First United Methodist Church 

3/10 First Presbyterian Church 
3/17 First United Methodist Church 

3/24 First Presbyterian Church 
3/31 First United Methodist Church 

 
No food will be served. 

Please note:  Change in location. 

If you would like to join this meaningful 
ministry, you are welcome to join us on 
Tuesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in 
Robbins Hall.  We socially distance, 
wear masks, and hand sanitizer is 
available. 

Blessing Bags 
 

During Lent, Outreach & Missions 
Committee will be working on gathering 
items for Blessing Bags for local nursing 
homes.  The goal is to gather the items 
during Lent and have the Blessing Bags 
completed by Easter.  We are in need of 
enough items for 50 bags. 
 
If you are able to help, we are collecting 
small tissue packages, hair brushes, combs, 
deodorant, socks, etc.  Any and all items 
will be put to good use. 
 
Please bring your donations to the church 
office or leave them in the narthex. 
 
Thank you for remembering people in the 
nursing homes. 

A Beautiful Mirror 
has been donated 

to  
First Presbyterian Church. 
Please take a look the next 

time you are in the narthex. 



The official board of the church reached a consensus which they felt would be a simple solution to 
the problem.  Before a local church could approve one of its members for a lay preacher’s license they had 
to first hear him preach and then base their approval upon their evaluation of the sermon.  Once Hal had 
attempted to preach, which they were certain would end in inevitable failure, it would be obvious he was not 
called to preach and so it would mean the end of further discussion on the matter. 

 
But a miracle took place on that Sunday morning when he ascended the pulpit.  He opened his 

mouth and expounded the Word of God without stuttering a single time.  It seemed that God indeed had 
placed the call to preach upon Halford Sutton. 

 
The next step in the licensing process was to send Hal away for several weeks to a lay preacher’s 

school.  The culmination of this training required each candidate to preach before their assembled peers 
and before their instructors who would evaluate each sermon and confirm or deny the authenticity of the 
candidate’s “call” based on their assessment. 

 
There was, however, another obstacle to overcome, at least in the minds of the congregants of Mt. 

Zion Methodist Church.  Hal always wore farmer’s bib overalls and had no proper attire suitable for 
preaching in front of peers, much less official dignitaries of the church.  To spare Hal from being 
embarrassed, and perhaps to not reflect poorly on Mt. Zion, the congregation took up an offering and 
bought him a suit to take to the lay preacher’s school.  So, the eccentric bachelor now not only had a voice 
that would transform in the pulpit but also attire that would transform his appearance into the respectability 
such an occasion demanded. 

 
Upon his successful completion of the lay preacher’s school Hal was once again expected to ascend 

the pulpit at Mt. Zion and bring a polished and refined message that would be indicative of the training 
received and the progress made. The congregation was abuzz with anticipation and pride as they 
assembled that Sunday morning to hear the word of God delivered by one of their own.  As was the case in 
his inaugural message, surprise would again accompany the sermon preached by Halford Sutton. 

 
The man who took his place in the pulpit in front of his home congregation that morning had reverted 

to wearing his bib overalls.  There were incredulous looks, some mouths were agape and one could even 
hear muffled murmuring which soon subsided. Once again Hal brought forth a message free of verbal 
impediment, but this time many of the hearers were distracted and some even annoyed, by his 
unprofessional appearance. 

 

When the service was over several of the board members took Hal aside.  “The congregation went 
to a good deal of trouble to collect an offering and buy you a suit and now you show up to preach wearing 
your bibs.  Why didn’t you wear your suit?” they inquired. “W-w-well,” Hal stuttered and haltingly proceeded. 
“There was this f-f-fellow there, very poor. He had almost nothing to w-w-wear, so I g-g-give him the suit.”  

 
Thus began the ministry of a very simple man. He would continue to sow seed on the family farm but 

also to faithfully sow the seed of the gospel in the fields of hearers, whose soil will reveal their various 
degrees of fertility and fecundity as can only be recounted in eternity. 

HALFORD SUTTON’S CALL TO PREACH                                                                                                                                   
by the Reverend Dr. Michael V. Stine 

Erratic furrows giving way to tractor tire treads impressed in soft grassy ground with the latter 
coming to an abrupt end at a massive tree stump were indicative of the fact that Halford Sutton had  been 
talking to God again- praying and meditating - and had lost concentration on the task at hand. That task 
was plowing in preparation for spring planting.  Even as the plowed furrows swerved right and left, 
veering ever increasingly away from the desired straight line, Hal was sensing a call that would pull him 
away from farming onto the straight and narrow path of preaching the gospel. But, just as the stump had  
jolted both tractor and driver back to reality, so reality now placed another major obstacle between the 
call to preach and its fulfillment. Hal could not speak without stuttering!   
 

In order to become a preacher, the Methodist denomination to which Hal belonged required him to 
have a lay preacher’s license, and, in order to secure such a license, he had to be approved by his local 
church.  The official board of Mt. Zion Methodist Church was incredulous when Hal shared with them that 
he had been called to preach. When confronted with the obvious problem presented by his stuttering he 
could only reply, “I know G-g-god has c-c-called me to preach.”  R.W. Sutton, Hal’s great uncle and 
my grandfather, who was known for his scoffing assessment of some preachers, when told of Hal’s 
“call,” paused wide-eyed, spit a stream of tobacco juice and spoke these familiar words: “Apparently 
some preachers see a sign in the sky that says ‘GPC’ and they think it means ‘Go preach Christ’ but 
what it actually means is ‘Go plant corn!’” 

 



INCOME AND EXPENSES 
Monthly and Year-to-Date 

 
                                   January         Year-to-Date 
                                      2021                  2021 
 
INCOME $ 4,273.00 $  4,273.00 
  (without 
    foundation 
    transfers) 
EXPENSES 19,213.92   19,213.92 
 

 -$ 14,940.92 -$ 14,940.92 
 DEFICIT DEFICIT 

March 2021 - Lectionary Readings 
 

March 7 - 3rd Sunday in Lent 
Exodus 10:1-17 and Psalm 19; 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22 
 

March 14 - 4th Sunday in Lent 
Numbers 21:4-9 and Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22; 

Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:14-21 
 

March 21 - 5th Sunday in Lent 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 and 

Psalm 51:1-12 or Psalm 119:9-16; 
Hebrews 5:5-10; John 12:20-33 

 
March 28 - Palm/Passion Sunday 

Palms:  Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:2-16 
Passion:  Mark 4:1-15:47 or Mark 15:1-39 (40-47) 

The Legacy Campus: 
Tommy & Peggy Badders. 
 

Others: 
Tom Abendroth, Rachel Helmick, John Hodges, Marie Hestand, 
The Family of Roland Lehmann, Chad Onderdonk, Ann Bond, 
Jim Coe, Stacy Gilzow, Mary Goll, Bill Roe, Autumn Eggleston, 
Donna Townsend, Gil & Alice Lowery, Ruth Leissner, Ethel 
Williams, Nancy Ryman, Rev. Frank Seaman, Liza Nelson, Karen 
Trobl and Family, Rowan Collier, Frank Hill, Sarah Lu Hinton, 
Rosemary Mullen, Jug Rhymes, Sharon Bumgardner, Richard 
Knapik, Hubert Boeker, Donna Baskin and Family, Zelda 
Regalado, the Bay City Homeless Community, Missionaries, 
Contractors and their families in foreign countries, our College 
Students, our Elected Leaders, the Police, Fire Fighters and all 
First Responders, the Staff, the Pastoral Nominating Committee, 
Session of our Church, Teachers and School Personnel.  
 

Our servicemen and their families: 
Army - Darryl Kendrick (Wilma Stredic’s grandson). 
 
Air Force - Allison McGrath (Denise Frazier’s  
great-niece). 
 
Navy -  Charles Patrick Albreght (grandson of Sharon Hall-
Bumgardner), Brian Davis. 

 
Should any changes need to be made to the 
prayer list, please contact the church office. 

Virginia Rhymes 3/1 

Denise Frazier  3/4 

Haley Mullen  3/4 

Sherman Mullen 3/4 

Wilma Harris  3/8 

Carolyn Volkmer 3/10 

Jerry West  3/15 

Hubert Boeker  3/20 

Justin & Rachel Helmick 3/16 

James & Rosemary Mullen 3/23 

Jug & Virginia Rhymes 3/29 

Many Thanks 
 

“We give thanks to God always for all of you, 
constantly mentioning you in our prayers.” 

                                                                                1 Thessalonians 1:2 ESV 
 

The Family of Kenneth Ryman sincerely 
appreciate all of the thoughts, prayers, cards, 
and calls that have been sent their way during 

this difficult time. 
 

                                                  Thank you! 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

 
March 7 

Your name here 
March 10 

Your name here 
March 14 

Doreen Bounds 
March 21 

Ronnie Mullen 
March 24 

Your name here 
March 28 

Karin Hill 

MORNING SOUND 
 
March 7 

Spencer Hill 
March 10 

Your name here 
March 14 

Charlie Boeker 
March 21 

Doug Huebner 
March 24 

Your name here 
March 28 

Spencer Hill 


