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APRIL 

2021 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
It is only a few days until Easter and the 
celebration of the resurrection of Jesus.  April 1

st
 

this year is Maundy Thursday.  The month begins 
on the somber note of the crucifixion, but quickly 
takes us to Sunday, the 4

th
, and the good news 

that Jesus is alive.  He is alive after once being 
dead.  He returned to offer us the blessing of life 
after death when we have faith in him.  
 
Soon after the celebration of Easter, we look 
forward to Mother’s Day, Pentecost, Trinity 
Sunday, Memorial Day, high school and college 
graduations, and the end of the school year.  April 
showers turn to May flowers quickly.  After the 
deep freeze experienced in this area, we welcome 
both the showers and the flowers that remind us 
of God’s renewing and restorative powers.  
 
In the post-Easter period and continuing until 
Trinity Sunday (the Sunday following Pentecost), 
we will be reading and preaching mainly from the 
Gospel of John.  John is unique among the 
Gospels in that it was not written as an historical 
account of Jesus’ birth, life, ministry and death 
and resurrection.  John is pure preaching intended 
to persuade us who Jesus is, where he came from 
and what his purpose was, but without geographic 
and historical terms.   
 
I particularly love the early part of the Gospel 
where we read this stunning passage:  “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with  

God, and the Word was God….All things came 
into being through him…What has come into 
being in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not overcome it.”  John 1:1-5 
NRSV  
 
What a vivid description of Jesus:  a word in flesh 
who is light and life!  From the beginning of this 
Gospel, we are swept up in the beautiful, symbolic 
and powerful language that is strikingly different 
from that found in the other three Gospels.  
Because John is unique, scholars have analyzed, 
categorized and dissected John’s Gospel 
endlessly. John is my personal favorite Gospel.  I 
find it is a personal revelation of Jesus and a 
much needed voice in my ear.    
 
As we celebrate all the joyous occasions in April 
(and May), let us meditate upon the true essence 
of Jesus – not just his biography – but the core 
being of this man:  the one who is light and life.  
Jesus would like to attend our parties and 
celebrations.  He yearns to be at the center of all 
that we think and say and do.  His very dearest 
desire is that we will love one another as He loves 
us and that we will live in joy, peace, unity and 
health.  And may it be so. 
 
Have a blessed April. 
 

Pastor Wilma 



Current Schedule 
 

Worship - 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

Prayer Group - 10:00 a.m. Tuesdays, Robbins Hall 

Bible Study - 10:30 a.m. Tuesdays, Robbins Hall 

Diaper Disciples - 10 a.m. - Noon 4/10/21 & 4/24/21 

PW Council - 4/7/21 - 4:30 p.m., Robbins Hall 

Sunday Circle - 4/11/21, 9:30 a.m. 

Worship Committee - 4/13/21, 1 p.m. 

Christian Education Committee - 4/13/21, 4 p.m. 

Afternoon Circle - 4/14/21, 1:30 p.m. 

Newsletter Deadline - 4/15/21 

Session - 4/25/21, following Worship 

Maundy Thursday 
4/1/2021 

7:00 p.m. Worship 
with Communion 

The current list of churches damaged by the storm are: 
• First Presbyterian Church, Sugar Land - damage in 

three buildings from busted pipes, 500 gallons of 
water in sanctuary 

• Pinecrest Presbyterian Church, Houston - busted 
pipes caused ceiling to fall in three hallways, office 
area, fellowship hall, kitchen 

• Northwoods Presbyterian Church, Houston - 
busted pipes in scout and youth buildings 

• Woodforest Presbyterian Church, Houston - busted 
pipe in a closet 

• John Knox Presbyterian Church, Houston—busted 
pipe in office area 

• First Presbyterian Church, Brazoria - busted pipe in 
kitchen, bathrooms and nursery area in fellowship 
hall 

• First Presbyterian Church, Alvin - busted pipe in 
library 

• Pines Presbyterian Church, Houston - busted pipe 
in child care area, and chiller 

• St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Houston - 
HVAC and chiller damage 

• St. Luke’s Presbyterian Church, Houston - busted 
pipes caused damage 

• First Presbyterian Church, Huntsville 
• First Presbyterian Church, Rosenberg - church 

members were able to make the repairs 
• Formosan Presbyterian Church, Houston - pipe 

burst on second floor 
• Iglesia Latina Presbyterian Church, Houston - 

minor damage in social hall where the school 
meets, as well as spigot behind the building 

• Webster Presbyterian Church, Webster - busted 
pipes that a member has repaired for about $200 

• Young Nak Presbyterian Church, Houston - ceiling 
collapsed over pastor’s office 

• Christ Presbyterian Church, Houston - pipes burst 
• Emmanuel Presbyterian Church, Galveston 
• First Presbyterian Church, Trinity - roof damage 

from sliding snow and ice 
• Faith Presbyterian Church, Baytown - broken main 

line from when water was restored 
• ChristChurch Presbyterian, Bellaire - busted pipe in 

West Wing, lots of other damage 
• Westminster Presbyterian Church, Nacogdoches - 

water in Fellowship Hall 
• First Presbyterian Church, Bay City - pipe burst 

 

Church Facilities Damaged by the Recent Storm 
Presbytery of New Covenant 

Each year at Easter time, Presbyterians have the opportunity to give thanks with an 
offering to One Great Hour of Sharing.  These funds are used to support efforts to relieve 
hunger through the Presbyterian Hunger Program, promote development through the  
Self-Development of People, and to assist in areas of disaster through Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance (PDA). 
 
Here in Southeast Texas, we are well acquainted with disasters and many of our 
congregations (and current and retired church workers and their families) have received 
assistance from a grant from PDA.  This would be a great opportunity to say “thank you” 
for the help that was received, so that it could be “paid forward” to someone else when 
disaster strikes. 
 
First Presbyterian Church, Bay City will be collecting for One Great Hour of Sharing 
through the Easter season.  Please make out your checks to First Presbyterian Church and 
clearly mark in the memo line “One Great Hour of Sharing.” 
 
What a great way to help our neighbors.  Thank you. 

Easter Morning Sunrise Service 
4/4/2021 

7:00 a.m. Worship 
FUMC Sanctuary 

 
*Please note change of location.  

There will be more room to socially 
distance in the FUMC Sanctuary. 

Easter Morning Pancake Breakfast 
4/4/2021 

following Worship 
Robbins Hall 

 

REOPENING 
 

Session is planning a grand reopening 

on June 6th. 

Watch for more exciting information 

to follow. 

Easter Morning Worship 
with Communion 

4/4/2021 
First Presbyterian Church 

10:30 a.m. 



WOW!  What can I say after coming through our Snowpacolypse???  Well, even with heaters working, 3 
blankets and 4 dogs up close and personal, it was just cold! Now for our friends that lost power or water for 
days on end, our prayers were being lifted up all over the state.  Getting into the car and warming up that 
way for that car heat was so much quicker.  Saw lot of Facebook posts of just that happening.  Glad it did 
not last a really long time and know that I have no plans to become a northerner! 
 
It reminded me of a vacation my family and another with the same family dynamics, took to Colorado.  10 
of us in 2 vans, with scheduled camping destinations, tours and sight seeing along the way.  We planned 
everything out, but Mother Nature decided otherwise.  Okay, this was for the 1

st
 and 2

nd
 weeks of June.  In 

Texas this is shorts, tank top and flip flop weather.  Hey, no problem. 
 
We get to New Mexico, camping at Carlsbad Caverns.  Great plans for we have 2 tents for sleeping in and 
another for bathing if the shower facilities are not what we wish to deal with.  We all have a great night of 
eating outdoors and sleeping in our tents.  We go on the scheduled Cavern tour for the next day. 
Wonderful and tiring time.  We return to our campsite to find the wind has picked up to extremely strong 
wind gales.  Even with our engineer fathers having staked everything down correctly, we have lost one of 
the sleeping tents and only found some of that which was inside.  Thankfully, the clothing had been left 
inside the vans due to roominess.  OK, switching to plan B for sleeping accommodations for that evening.  
We were leaving the next morning for Colorado sight seeing and staying in a motel for that next night to be 
able to have comfortable beds and hot showers we did not have to share.  
 
We have dressed in our shorts etc.  The closer we get to Colorado, the colder it becomes for it seems that 
summer has not decided to visit that particular state.  We have to stop at some variety stores to purchase 
some warmer clothing.  Okay, with winter clothes on we proceed to climb into the mountain areas.  Mother 
Nature has decided to greet us with a snowstorm.  As I am the most adept with driving the van, I got 
“voluntold” to drive.  This was a new adventure for all of us.  Kids squealing about the snow, drivers having 
to try to keep our eyes on the finding the road at times….yeah, great fun.  After about 2 hours, we get clear 
of the storm to sunny conditions.  We, of course, take time out to play in the snow for us South Texans 
don’t see snow.  We find our way to our motel destination and dinner in a restaurant.  
 
All is good that night and we drive further into the mountains to our 4 day destination of Redstone 
Campground on the Crystal River.  We set everything up and things are wonderful.  Those that did not 
want to sleep in the tent (it would have slept all 10 of us) slept in the vans.  The water of the river was ice 
cold so our cold items were tied in a Borden crate and staked into the river.  Our site was that close to the 
river.  Camping, certain food items are of course required, ‘smores being one of them.  Lots of fun with 
them.  Well of course the first night started out with most of us in the tent, until about 2:00 a.m., that’s when 
the wolves began howling on the other side of the river.  You can imagine the chaos especially with 2 little 
girls under age 10.  Some of the boys were also antsy, but the river was too cold and too wide for the 
wolves to cross.  The vans were a little crowded that night.  

Reflections Continued 
 
The last 2 nights of our stay on the Crystal River, the temperature dropped to the point that we were 
required to keep our clothes in the sleeping bag for warm dressing the next morning.  We learned that with 
cold temperatures outside and warm temps inside produced a rain effect on the roof of the tent, so we had 
to make sure to not touch the roof when stretching our arms to dress.  We also awoke to having ice on the 
tent roof tops.  Lots of lessons learned to say the least.  
 
We continued on our trip and came to the Black Canyon on the Gunnison River.  We had been inspired by 
all the beautiful sites along the way, having all grown up in the flat areas of Texas.  I really did not mind 
driving the switchbacks of the mountains, but whenever someone said, “Hey, look down there!” I would look 
over and everyone would scream “Nooo keep your eyes on the road!  We’ll tell you what it looks like.”  I just 
told them I was making sure they were prayed up.  We camped for our last night on this beautiful mountain 
side.  Unfortunately, one of the dad’s became ill with stomach issues and had to find a motel in town.  We 
left the next day to come home to Texas via Palo Dura Canyon for the amphitheater show there. 
 
During this 2 week trip, the 2 families, who were already almost like family, grew even closer, were able to 
witness the beauty of God’s creation and share in Bible stories and scriptures that were inspired by our 
experiences.  I encourage you to take the time to truly look around and appreciate the vistas we have here 
with us.  When the opportunity to travel comes along, take it, especially after this time of being forced to 
stay home.  God is in charge and going to take care of us in our travels. 
 
Your Sister in Christ, 
Donna Baskin 



INCOME AND EXPENSES 
Monthly and Year-to-Date 

 
                                   February        Year-to-Date 
                                      2021                  2021 
 
INCOME $ 8,320.84 $ 12,593.84 
  (without 
    foundation 
    transfers) 
EXPENSES 12,736.95   31,950.87 
 

 -$  4,416.11 -$ 19,357.03 
 DEFICIT DEFICIT 

April 2021 - Lectionary Readings 
 

April 4 - Resurrection of the Lord/Easter 
Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9 and  

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or Acts 10:34-43; 

John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8 
 

April 11 - 2nd Sunday of Easter 
Acts 4:32-35 and Psalm 133; 

1 John 1:1-2:2; John 20:19-31 
 

April 18 - 3rd Sunday of Easter 
Acts 3:12-19 and Psalm 4; 

1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48 
 

April 25 - 4th Sunday of Easter 
Acts 4:5-12 and Psalm 23; 

1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18        

The Legacy Campus: 
Tommy & Peggy Badders, Sarah Leverett. 
 

Others: 
Tom Abendroth, Donna Baskin and family, Hubert Boeker, Ann 
Bond, Sharon Bumgardner, Jim Coe, Rowan Collier, Autumn 
Eggleston, Stacy Gilzow, Mary Kelly Goll, Rachel Helmick, 
Marie Hestand, Frank Hill, Sarah Lu Hinton, John Hodges, 
Joseph, Richard Knapik, Pastor Larry, The families of Roland and 
Richard Lehmann, Ruth Leissner, The Family of Gil Lowery, 
Rosemary Mullen, Liza Nelson, Zelda Regalado, Jug Rhymes, 
The Family of Bill Roe, Nancy Ryman, Annette Sankot, Rev. 
Frank Seaman, Donna Townsend, Karen Trobl and family, the 
Bay City Homeless Community, Missionaries, Contractors and 
their families in foreign countries, our College Students, our 
Elected Leaders, the Police, Fire Fighters and all First Responders, 
the Staff, the Pastoral Nominating Committee, Session of our 
Church, Teachers and School Personnel.  
 

Our servicemen and their families: 
Army - Darryl Kendrick (Wilma Stredic’s grandson). 
 
Air Force - Allison McGrath (Denise Frazier’s  
great-niece). 
 
Navy -  Charles Patrick Albreght (grandson of Sharon Hall-
Bumgardner), Brian Davis. 

 
Should any changes need to be made to the 
prayer list, please contact the church office. 

Melissa Guynes 4/4 

Meredith Adams 4/6 

Blayne Adams  4/7 

Debbie Dennard 4/7 

Mia Mullen  4/8 

Tommy Osina  4/9 

Natalie Mullen  4/17 

Lurinda Barnwell 4/23 

Steve Sliva  4/28 

Cliff & Norma Mullen 4/16 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

 
April 4 

Brenna Hodges 
April 11 

Karin Hill 
April 18 

Cindy Hodges 
April 25 

Ronnie Mullen 

MORNING SOUND 
 
April 4 

Charlie Boeker 
April 11 

Spencer Hill 
April 18 

Doug Huebner 
April 25 

Charlie Boeker 

Photo:  Assembling Blessing Bags for the 

residents of Bay Villa. 

 

Thank you to all who made donations to this 

very worthwhile Outreach & Missions project.  

The people who receive them will feel the 

caring that is put into each bag. 


