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Dear Friends, 
 
2021 is here. One month marked off the calendar 

already.  We have Covid-19 vaccines rolling out and a 

new administration in Washington.  This looks to 

definitely be a “new” year.  

I pray we will all use this new beginning as an 

opportunity to create fresh goals for ourselves and for 

our church.  Planning in faith and hope for a brighter 

future is the beginning of every good story.  We know 

unforeseen obstacles and challenges will come our 

way:  they always do.  If we work our way through 

those with prayer and perseverance, following in the 

footsteps of Jesus, we will grow in our faith and 

wisdom. 

The goals ahead for the church in 2021 are 

numerous.  We all want to return to full onsite 

programming – church services, fellowship meals, 

Sunday School, nursery services, Wednesday night 

dinners, Lenten lunches, Vacation Bible School.  We 

will do so when the time is right.  Public health officials 

tell us we are entering the deadliest phase of the 

pandemic right now.  This is not the time to let our 

guard down.  We have been quite fortunate to date as 

a congregation in not having had enormous impact of 

the virus.  Sadly, some of our family members, 

neighbors and friends have suffered its ravages and a 

few have lost their lives.  It simply is not wise to move 

too quickly or too soon on our journey to a new 

normal. 

This does not mean that you are forgotten:  our prayer 
group meets every Tuesday morning to pray for the 
needs of the church and to send cards and messages 
of support and comfort to church members and 
friends.  A Bible study group meets on Tuesdays.  It is 
open to anyone - church member or not - and seeks 
to focus us as a community of faith on the word of 
God and its meaning in our individual and communal  
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lives.  We record Sunday School and Worship 

services on Facebook each week.  These are open to 

anyone who joins the group.  We also email the 

sermon portion of the service to everyone on our 

email list. 

Most of our missions, outreach and congregational 

care programs have continued throughout the 

pandemic:  some have been enhanced during this 

time.  However, the needs continue to grow.  We have 

more people with food insecurity, financial hardships, 

employment loss, homelessness, and unmet 

healthcare needs than have existed in a long time. 

We have elderly members who are lonely and isolated 

at home or in care facilities.  We have people waiting 

for medical procedures and surgeries who cannot 

schedule these due to the stress the Covid-19 virus 

has put on healthcare providers and facilities.  

Churches and social service agencies must step into 

this gap and provide aid - even in the midst of the 

“deadliest phase” of the pandemic.  

2021 is the time to vow to support the mission of the 

church with our prayers, presence and gifts.  Never 

were these more critically needed than now.  We have 

just celebrated the light coming into the world in the 

person of Jesus Christ.  That light came to overcome 

the darkness of the world.  In the darkness of this 

pandemic, let the light of Jesus shine through you so 

that others may see the joy it brings to your life and 

choose to follow him. 

Have a joy filled and wisdom building 2021.  May God 
watch over you and bring you peace. 

 
 
 
 

Yours in Christ,  

Pastor Wilma 

“...let your light shine before others, so that they may see 

your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” 

                                                                                                                                         Matthew 5:16 



Online Worship 
 

For a complete worship experience - 
www.facebook.com/fpcbaycity 

 
or, double check your email. 

If you would like to receive the message by 
email, email fpcbc@sbcglobal.net 

with your request. 

In-Person Worship 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Sunday mornings 

Reflections 

When you hear the word “passion,” what comes to mind?  Romance?  Yearning?  Commitment?  The correct 

answer would be all of these for passion incorporates all of this.  According to the dictionary, passionate is 

defined as “showing or caused by strong feelings or strong belief.”  The reason I’m thinking about this is that I’m 

passionate about that which is important to me.  

Several years ago, there was a very heavy conversation with a job superior that I was giving my reasoning for 

why I did something he did not approve of.  My response was that I wanted to kindle a love and passion for music 

within my students.  He was horrified!  You cannot say things like that to or with your students.  There is to be no 

passion of any type.  While I replied that I wasn’t speaking of anything romantic, he insisted there be no passion 

even discussed.  OK, so I tried again.  I wanted my students to have a love for music, no matter the style.  Again, 

I was met with, there is to be no speaking about love in my music room.  My response was that over half the 

music created dealt with love in some form.  I was told that I needed to find other music to teach.  Needless to 

say, when I was approached by another district to teach choir, I interviewed gladly and accepted the position. 

Being passionate is part of what makes me, me.  This mental, emotional and spiritual commitment has been 

given to me by my Heavenly Father.  The love I have for my children, grandchildren and family has no limits. 

While I admit my patience has limits, my commitment to them does not.  I’m passionate about them, their lives 

and that which involves them.  

I’m also passionate about my friends and their issues, good and bad.  When and if I am able to assist them, I do 

so willingly and sometimes without thinking of consequences, which has had some comical results, but always 

interesting.  More so is that I’m passionate about my relationship with my church family and my service to my 

church and my Lord.  There was a time, I will admit, that my passion and commitment waned due to not being 

where my life should be, but I always knew that He was there and I had wandered from my path.  When I realized 

just how far away I had gotten, and why, not liking what I saw, did an about face, and made the conscious 

decision to get myself back into a church family to help me grow again in my faith and commitment.  

There is nothing wrong with being passionate about what you believe.  What to me is wrong, is going through life 

without a strong belief or commitment.  Think about if Christ had not been passionate about telling us about 

God’s love, grace and mercy!  God the Father would not have even bothered sending His Son to correct us, and 

lead us back to Him.  He could have saved himself from a lot of pain and torture.  He could have just not even 

bothered to be concerned and written us off and started all over.  Instead, His love for us was all encompassing 

and unlimited, to the point that he sacrificed His beloved Son to take away our sins so that we may have the 

opportunity to live in Heaven with Him.  

We need to find our passion.  We need to locate that which is important to us in our faith and maybe think of 

renewing our passion for God and His kingdom and work towards this. 

Your Sister in Christ,  

Donna Baskin 

 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s That Time Again! 
First Presbyterian Church 

SCHOLARSHIP 
 

For anyone interested, come to the church office 
and pick  up one up.  The guidelines are attached 
to the application.  Just remember, the deadline 
for applying is Thursday, April 1, 2021, at 5:00 
p.m.  If you have any questions, please call Karin 
Hill, Chair of Christian Education Committee. 

Scholarship 

Application 

Time 

Many Thanks 
“We give thanks to God always for all of you, 

constantly mentioning you in our prayers.” 
                                                                                             1 Thessalonians 1:2 ESV 

Your thoughtfulness is very much appreciated. 
Thank you! 

 
Dear Prayer Group and Bible Study: 
 Thank you so much for keeping me close in 
thought and prayer.  God’s provision and the faithful 
prayers of family and friends are the most powerful 
weapon in the battle against cancer.  First 
Presbyterian Church in Bay City will always hold a 
very special place in my heart because of the people 
who raised me in the “nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.”  I’m grateful for you! 
         Mary Goll 

If you would like to join this meaningful 
ministry, you are welcome to join us on 
Tuesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in 
Robbins Hall.  We socially distance, 
wear masks, and hand sanitizer is 
available. 

Houston Seafarers 
Operation Christmas Child 

 
This year Outreach and Missions will be collecting 
items throughout the year for the boxes we pack 
during the holiday season. 
 

You can help! 
 

This month please collect: 
 

Small Sewing Kits for Seafarers Boxes 

 

Fashion Accessories  (sunglasses, hair items, etc.) 
or Hats, Gloves, & Scarves for 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

Thank you for whatever level of participation 
is appropriate for you. 

There will be an 

Annual Congregational  

Meeting of 

First Presbyterian Church, 

Bay City, Texas, 

next Sunday morning, 

February 7, 2021, 

immediately following worship. 



Current Schedule 
 

Worship - 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

Prayer Group - 10:00 a.m. Tuesdays, Robbins Hall 

Bible Study - 10:30 a.m. Tuesdays, Robbins Hall 

Worship Committee - 2/2/21, 1 p.m. 

PW Council - 2/3/21 - 4:30 p.m., Robbins Hall 

Annual Congregational Meeting - 2/7/21, following worship 

Afternoon Circle - 2/10/21, 1:30 p.m. 

Sunday Circle - 2/14/21, 9:30 a.m. 

Wednesday Lenten Worship - see schedule below 

Session - 2/28/21, following worship 

Newsletter Deadline - 2/15/2021 

Forgiveness 

As a child, did your parents “make” you tell your siblings “I’m sorry” after an altercation?  AND if it wasn’t 

convincing, you had to do it again?  I hated that!  If I did something by accident, I immediately reacted with an 

apology.  I find that I still do that, even to my dogs now.  

As a teacher, I found that when I was in the wrong about something, I needed to tell the students “oops, my bad” 

or “wow, I’m sorry.”  One of my first contests, I did something in the sight-reading room that got us disqualified 

even though the students had done an amazing job and would have gotten a sweepstakes rating except for the 1 

little thing I had done that was against the rules.  They were crushed and me doubly so because I was the cause 

of the disqualification.  They were gracious for they knew they had earned that sweepstakes and felt bad for my 

mistake.  Needless to say, I NEVER made that particular mistake again. 

In personal relationships with my students, I felt it was important to tell students when I was incorrect about my 

response or information.  Students were unprepared and stated so, that teachers or adults weren’t supposed to 

tell a student they were wrong or to apologize.  Here is where I would step up on my soapbox and explain my 

thinking.  If someone is incorrect about what they are saying and finds this out, they should be of the right 

character and to say they are sorry and to ask forgiveness from those they had wronged, however good their 

intentions.  

As I’m writing this, the thought occurs to me… what if God did not forgive us when we ask it of Him? What if He 

just told us that we screwed up royally and we were now on our own?  Can you imagine where we would be or if 

we would even be.  When we ask the Lord to forgive us for this or that, whatever it was, are we asking to get out 

of trouble or are we truly sorry for what we said or did?  

Forgiveness is a gift we are given by the one we are telling we are sorry for something said or done. Forgiveness 

is not erasing the wrong nor is it excusing us from whatever we did.  Forgiveness is no longer blaming the other 

for what they did but allowing both the forgiver and the one asking for forgiveness to get on with that which is 

necessary.  By forgiving others, we free ourselves to continue dealing with them in whatever situation we find 

ourselves.  Our Lord God forgives us when we ask it of Him and as He knows our hearts, we can freely accept 

that forgiveness and strive to make sure we do not find ourselves in the that situation again.  Forgiveness is 

God’s mercy in action in our lives. 

I challenge you to be aware of that which you say and do.  More importantly, to be able to say “I’m sorry” and to 

ask forgiveness and truly mean it in all situations. 

Your Sister in Christ,  

Donna Baskin 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Worship Services 
starting at Noon on Wednesdays. 

 
2/17 First Presbyterian Church 

2/24 First United Methodist Church 
3/2 First Presbyterian Church 

3/10 First United Methodist Church 
3/17 First Presbyterian Church 

3/24 First United Methodist Church 
3/31 First Presbyterian Church 

 
No food will be served. 

   



INCOME AND EXPENSES 
Monthly and Year-to-Date 

 
                                  December      Year-to-Date 
                                      2020                  2020 
 
INCOME $13,193.32 $ 93,130.72 
  (without 
    foundation 
    transfers) 
EXPENSES 13,867.06  190,809.48 
 

 -$   673.74 -$ 97,678.76 
 DEFICIT DEFICIT 

February 2021 - Lectionary Readings 
 

February 7 - 5th Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 40:21-31 and Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; 

1 Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39 
 

February 14 - Transfiguration of the Lord 
2 Kings 2:12 and Psalm 50:1-6; 
2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 

 
February 21 - 1st Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 9:8-17 and Psalm 25:1-10; 
1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15 

 
February 28 - 2nd Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 and Psalm 22:23-31; 
Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38 

The Legacy Campus: 
Tommy & Peggy Badders. 
 

Others: 
Ann Bond, Jim Coe, Sydney Gilzow, Mary Goll, Bill Roe, The 
Family of Mike Matthes, The Family of William Rivenbark, The 
Family of Kenneth Ryman, The Family of Andy Anderson, The 
Family of Baby Reese Hamsmith, Ely Peterson, Autumn 
Eggleston, Donna Townsend, Gil & Alice Lowery, Ruth Leissner, 
Ethel Williams, Nancy Ryman, Rev. Frank Seaman, Liza Nelson, 
Karen Trobl and Family, Rowan Collier, Frank Hill, Sarah Lu 
Hinton, Rosemary Mullen, Jug Rhymes, Sharon Bumgardner, 
Richard Knapik, Hubert Boeker, Donna Baskin and Family, Zelda 
Regalado, the Bay City Homeless Community, Missionaries, 
Contractors and their families in foreign countries, our College 
Students, our Elected Leaders, the Police, Fire Fighters and all 
First Responders, the Staff, the Pastoral Nominating Committee, 
Session of our Church, Teachers and School Personnel.  
 

Our servicemen and their families: 
Army - Darryl Kendrick (Wilma Stredic’s grandson). 
 
Air Force - Allison McGrath (Denise Frazier’s  
great-niece). 
 
Navy -  Charles Patrick Albreght (grandson of Sharon Hall-
Bumgardner), Brian Davis. 

 
Should any changes need to be made to the 
prayer list, please contact the church office. 

Martha Osina  2/14 

Chandler Hill  2/19 

Greg Westmoreland 2/23 

Gil & Alice Lowery 2/10 

GET YOUR VACCINATION ASAP 
 

Check with dshs.state.tx.us 
 
Matagorda Regional & MEHOP are receiving 
vaccines periodically. 
 
Possibly check at drug stores and your family 
doctor. 
 
Pre-registration is always required at this 
point. 

N95 and Surgical Masks 
 
Our church has received access to a limited 
number of N95 and surgical masks. The N95 
masks are considered the best mask protection 
available and are recommended for those who 
are in contact with the most vulnerable and at 
risk persons (for example, someone visiting a 
parent or others in a nursing home or hospital). 
Also, they are recommended for the elderly or 
persons with underlying health conditions 
whenever they must go out in public. If you have 
need of an N95 mask or other masks, please 
notify the church office and we will send you a 
mask care package. 
 
Blessings for safety and health, 
The Congregational Care Committee 


