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Dear Friends, 
 
Are you wondering how it could possibly be the end of 
the year and the beginning of Advent?  I certainly am.  
It seems 2020 has been stolen from us.  For our own 
safety and the safety of others we have sheltered at 
home, worn masks (and sometimes gloves) when we 
went out and kept our distance from people who are 
not our household members.  Most of us have not 
eaten out at a restaurant or attended a large event 
like a concert or a play for seven or eight months nor 
have we had our usual family reunions and vacations.  
Schools closed and classes were taught online.  
Businesses closed.  Workers were furloughed or sent 
home to work.  We even had to close the church 
doors and move our service online.  We couldn’t visit 
nursing homes or hold funerals or fellowship dinners.  
Although we have resumed a shorter version of in 
person worship, we note that many of the usual faces 
are missing from the gathered congregation. 
 
Whether an individual or a business or a school or a 
church, we simply were not prepared for this.  We 
were not prepared mentally, physically or spiritually.  
Our minds at first understood this as a temporary 
bump on a road back to “normal.”  We were certain 
we could hold on for a month or so.  But as the 
months roll by, we are now beginning to understand 
the truth of what the medical community told us early 
on.  This virus is not going away any time soon; not 
even for perhaps a year or two after the discovery of 
an effective vaccine.  Most unsettling of all - what we 
think of as normal is a thing of the past and no more 
likely to return than the dial telephone.  Our lives have 
changed.  We will have to continue living under 
pandemic restrictions for an indefinite period of time. 
 
How are Christians to understand this from a spiritual 
perspective?  Are we to follow the advice of the 
medical experts?  Are we to go on with our lives in a 
pre-pandemic religious euphoria saying, “It’s in God’s 
hands,” and viewing the medical community as 
alarmists creating chaos and ruining our way of life? 
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2021 

We have seen and sometimes felt both of these 
reactions, have we not?  As Christians we do not live 
by fear but by the Word of God revealed in the person 
of Jesus Christ.  We recognize that we never - not for 
one day or one hour - live with certainty about our 
physical future.  We can be here today and gone 
tomorrow.  Our home can be here today and gone 
tomorrow.  Our loved ones can be here today and 
gone tomorrow.  Yet, we do not live our lives in fear of 
these bad things happening.  Neither do we shirk our 
responsibility for them.  Instead, we do what we can 
do.  We try to eat properly and get some exercise.  
We purchase insurance.  We drive safely.  We teach 
our kids to look before crossing the street.  We 
inspect our homes for fire hazards.  In short, we follow 
the advice of those whose careers are devoted to 
studying such matters.  We do not see that doing so is 
ungodly, but rather is caring and responsible behavior 
that honors our duty to protect the temple in which 
God has allowed us to live.  There never was a time 
when Christians abdicated their responsibility for such 
matters.  “It’s in God’s hands and we have no 
responsibility in it,” is not a Christian response.  
Christians care for one another.  They take actions 
that are in the best interests of the other.  They love 
one another.  They extend forgiveness and grace to 
one another. 
 
Christians live and love this way because we are 
made in the image of God.  What God is like was 
modeled for us by the person of Jesus Christ.  We 
have an example to follow.  Jesus spent his years of 
ministry going about from village to village preaching 
the Word of God.  Most importantly, he modeled that 
Word.  He miraculously healed people of dreaded 
diseases.  He befriended the outcasts and had dinner 
with enemies of the people like tax collectors.  He 
recognized women as full participants in the Kingdom. 
 
                                           - Continued - 
 



Online Worship 
 

For a complete worship experience - 
www.facebook.com/fpcbaycity 

 
or, double check your email. 

If you would like to receive the message by 
email, email fpcbc@sbcglobal.net 

with your request. 

Poinsettia Order Form 
 

In Honor of:  ___________________________________________ 
 

In Memory of:  _________________________________________ 
 

Presented by:  __________________________________________ 
 

Number of Plants ordered:  _______________________________ 
 

Amount due with order $18 for each Plant:  __________________ 
 

Ordered by:_________________________Phone #:____________ 
 

Please include payment with order. 
 

Order form may be turned in at the Church Office 
or placed in the offering plate by 12/6/2020. 

- Continued from 1st Page - 
 
Today, God’s miracles of healing typically come 
through science and medicine even though 
occasionally by unexplained means.  Christians 
accept that this is the way God works.  Just as God 
gave power to the disciples to lay hands on people 
and heal them, God has given that power to the 
scientists of yesterday (think polio and smallpox and 
measles), and he will give it to today’s scientists who 
battle cancer and Alzheimer’s and COVID19.  This is 
true whether or not those scientists acknowledge 
God.  God works through whom God chooses.  We 
know He often chooses the most unlikely subjects like 
the disciples of Jesus or Saul, the persecutor of 
Christians, as his miracle workers in this world. 
 
So, what should we do? 
 
Be smart.  Follow the science.  But don’t be afraid.  
Be strong in your faith. 
 
John 16:33 tells us, “I have said this to you, so that in 
me you may have peace.  In the world you face 
persecution.  But take courage; I have conquered the 
world! ” 
 
God loves us.  Jesus died for us.  Our heavenly 
Father is strong and He has a plan for us.  Next time 
you find yourself worrying about the pandemic or any 
other matter, pray one of these Scriptures aloud 
several times.  Joshua 1:9, Isaiah 41:10, Luke 1:37 or 
Philippians 4:19. 
 
May God’s love surround you and your family this 
Advent season.  Savor the hope of Christmas.  The 
blessing of the Christ child remains unchanged.  Cling 
to that. 
 

Pastor Wilma 

In-Person Worship 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Sunday mornings 

MORNING SOUND 
 
December 6 

Spencer Hill 
December 13 

Charlie Boeker 
December 20 

Doug Peterson 
December 27 

Doug Huebner 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

 
December 6 

Karin Hill 
December 13 

Doreen Bounds 
December 20 

Ronnie Mullen 
December 27 

Brenna Hodges 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

 
January 3 

Spencer Hill 
January 10 

Doreen Bounds 
January 17 

Karin Hill 
January 24 

Ronnie Mullen 
January 31 

Brenna Hodges 

MORNING SOUND 
 
January 3 

Charlie Boeker 
January 10 

Doug Peterson 
January 17 

Spencer Hill 
January 24 

Doug Huebner 
January 31 

Charlie Boeker 

Thank you to all  
who participated in 
gathering and 
assembling the 
Operation Christmas 
Child boxes.  Your 
generosity and 
kindness will have a 
world-wide impact. 



Current Schedule 
 

Christmas Cantata - Sunday 12/13/20 during 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Christmas Eve Communion Service - 7:00 p.m. 

 

Worship - 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

Prayer Group - 10:00 a.m. Tuesdays, Robbins Hall 

Bible Study - 10:30 a.m. Tuesdays, Robbins Hall 

PW Council - 12/2/20 & 1/6/21 - 4:30 p.m., Robbins Hall 

Afternoon Circle - 1/13/21, 1:30 p.m. 

Worship Committee - 12/1/20 & 1/5/21, 1 p.m. 

Newsletter Deadline - 1/15/2021 

A few weeks ago, we had a guest preacher and her title was about “Being.”  It struck me that we as Christians 
tend to BE about church, BE about religion and BE about this and that.  And I started thinking, what do I BE 
about?  Am I playing at being a Christian?  Do I go through the motions of living a Christ-like life or am I doing it, 
actually living and showing others that Christ lives within me by my actions, words and thoughts (since my 
thoughts are easily read on my face). 
 
My take away from the sermon was that I need to BE in the moment every day.  I need then to actively BE a 
follower and disciple of Christ.  I need to BE a Christian 24/7.  I’ve set a hard task for myself because I certainly 
know how frail I can be.  I know I have the desire to be more Christ-like, but can I bend my strong-willed self to 
follow through?  I have to keep this thought constantly going through my head. 
 
Do you remember the WWJD movement many years ago?  What Would Jesus Do?  When I’m with my Christian 
friends, this task is easy.  Yet, when I’m around others that do not know me, is this still easy?  The answer is yes 
and no.  Here is the conundrum...just how much am I willing to take a stand?  Something is said or done, nothing 
major but enough to start making me antsy.  Do I want to push the issue with my words or be understated and 
just bow out or say “This is my cue to leave” and do it.  Do I stand up for what I know to be Christ-like and thus 
make others antsy or angry because we do not think the same? 
 
I’ve been led to believe that Christ stated what would steer the crowds towards the correct conclusion, but he left 
the interpretation to them to figure out.  Christ gave us the example to follow.  He was not about religion or 
church, but about what God had planned for Him and the rest of God’s people.  The disciples were given the task 
of going out and telling of Christ’s love and the only way to gain that love was to just accept Him as our Savior.  
Then to do as was done for them, to tell others and more than that, to show others the love of Christ in everything 
they do. 
 
This is my goal...to show others Christ’s love.  To BE Christ-like in my actions, thoughts and words.  Not pretend, 
but to actually become more like Jesus in my every day living. 
 
Your Sister in Christ, 
 
Donna Baskin 

THE PERFECT GIFT                            LEADERSHIP:  PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE 
 
One of the most powerful things that Christians claim is that God saw the great needs of the world and offered a 
perfect gift in response, a gift that brought God and humanity closer together.  God’s perfect gift, Jesus Christ.  
“Emmanuel, God is with us!” our Advent dream proclaims, as God joins in human life, and draws us together as a 
result.  “God is with us” shows God values togetherness and relationship with us, leading us to value 
togetherness and relationship with one another.  When we are all together - and even when we are apart. 
 
During these past months, many of us weren’t able to be together in person, but we have always been together in 
spirit, and in faith.  We have missed seeing faces we love - up close and personal, but the physical distance has 
also revealed, for us, the importance of those things which bring us together, even when we are physically far 
apart. 
 
We offer our gifts during this Advent Season to the Christmas Joy Offering because God shows us the power and 
importance of being together, of “being with.”  We might not be able to meet face to face with those who need the 
support that our gifts provide, but we are very much still together.  We see the potential of students of color who 
will become our leaders and we seek to come alongside them, to encourage them, to be together with them.  And 
we see church workers who have critical financial needs and we come alongside them, to assist them - we are 
with them.  And we see the witness of the whole Church, either gathered in buildings or connected home to 
home, member to member, sharing what we have, together.  We thank God for being “with us” through the gift of 
Jesus and for joining us together as the Church and, through our gifts, with those who have need. 
 
The Christmas Joy Offering reflects that God is with us, through the generous gifts that support church leaders 
among us, retired, present and future, who have pointed us to God. 

• $1.3 million of gifts from 2019 are being used to provide critical financial support and grants for current and 
retired Presbyterian church workers in their times of need. 

• Income supplements from the Board of Pensions helped nearly 311 households, assisting retired church 
workers and surviving spouses with the means to provide for themselves. 

• Housing supplements from the Board of Pensions helped more than 249 households remain in their homes, 
afford assisted living, or long-term care. 

• Shared and Emergency Grants from the Board of Pensions helped more than 84 households facing times of 
great financial need or uncertainty due to unforeseen circumstances. 

AND 

• $1.2 million in gifts from 2019 supported new leaders for our Church and world, through the ministry of 
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color - offering students the means for a 
brighter future and enhanced opportunities to use their talents and skills to serve God, the Church and the 
world for years to come. 

 
First Presbyterian Church, Bay City, Texas, will be collecting the Christmas Joy offering throughout the month of 
December.  Be sure to mark your donation clearly for the Christmas Joy offering on the memo line or envelope. 

Pastor Wilma and her family wish to 
sincerely thank all of those who have 
kept them in prayer or reached out to 
them in various ways to offer comfort 
and support following the death of 
Pat.  Your kindness and compassion 
has held them up during this difficult 
time and is much appreciated. 



U.S. Disaster Response 
 
When disaster strikes, Church World Service responds. 
 
In the hours and days after an emergency, we provide critical supplies to organizations 
on the ground. We make CWS Hygiene Kits, Emergency Cleanup Buckets, School Kits 
and Blankets available. We ship tens of thousands of these supplies to disaster-struck 
areas each year. 
 
In the midst of crisis, faith guides a loving response.  That’s how the CWS Blanket program 
started, and that’s why your gifts mean so much this year. Through the generosity of 
congregations and our partners, vulnerable neighbors can keep warm with fresh linens and clean 
sleeping quarters. 
 
In 2019, congregational gifts provided over 118,000 CWS Blankets and Kits to families 
impacted by hurricanes, tornadoes, flooding and other crises (including homelessness 
and poverty).  
 
Families also share that they use blankets:  

• As insulated padding if they have to sleep on hard, cold surfaces  

• As room dividers if they’re staying in shelters and need a moment of privacy  

• As bags to carry supplies if they must move from place to place. 
 
First Presbyterian Church, Bay City, Texas, will be collecting for blankets in January.  
Please mark your donations clearly “Blankets.” 
 
In the wake of the storm, we're stronger when we stand together. Join us.  
Thank you for embracing your neighbors in many different ways through your gift today!  

OPERATION 

CHRISTMAS 

CHILD - 

Packing the 

Boxes. 



INCOME AND EXPENSES 
Monthly and Year-to-Date 

 
                                  October        Year-to-Date 
                                      2020                  2020 
 
INCOME $11,220.99 $ 72,425.25 
  (without 
    foundation 
    transfers) 
EXPENSES 20,211.38  162,034.75 
 

 -$ 8,990.39 -$ 89,609.50 
 DEFICIT DEFICIT 

December 2020 - Lectionary Readings 
 

December 6 - 2nd Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 

2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8 
 

December 13 - 3rd Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11;  

Psalm 126 or Luke 1:46b-55; 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 
December 20 - 4th Sunday of Advent 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; 
Luke 1:46b-55 or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; 

Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 
 

December 24 - Christmas Eve 
Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; 

Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 
 

December 27 - 1st Sunday of Christmas 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; 
Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40 

 
January 2021 - Lectionary Readings 

 
January 3 - 2nd Sunday of Christmas 
Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20; 
Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1 (1-9) 10-18 

 
January 10 - Baptism of the Lord 

Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; 
Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11 

 
January 17 - 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20); Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51 

 
January 24 - 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12; 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20 

 
January 31 - 4th Sunday after Epiphany 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28 

The Legacy Campus: 
Tommy & Peggy Badders. 
 

Others: 
The Family of Stanley Genzer, The Family of Keith McDaniel, The 
Chitwood Family, The Family of William Whatley, The Family of 
J.W. Massey, The Family of Patrick Harris, The Family of John 
Dickerson, Jr., Ely Peterson, Donna Townsend, Baby Reese 
Hamsmith, Gil & Alice Lowery, Ruth Leissner, Ethel Williams, 
Nancy Ryman, Rev. Frank Seaman, Liza Nelson, Karen Trobl and 
Family, Rowan Collier, Frank Hill, Sarah Lu Hinton, Rosemary 
Mullen, Jug Rhymes, Sharon Bumgardner, Richard Knapik, Hubert 
Boeker, Donna Baskin and Family, Zelda Regalado, the Bay City 
Homeless Community, Missionaries, Contractors and their families 
in foreign countries, our College Students, our Elected Leaders, the 
Police, Fire Fighters and all First Responders, the Staff, the Pastoral 
Nominating Committee, Session of our Church, Teachers and School 
Personnel.  Also, The Outreach & Missions Projects:  Operation 
Christmas Child & Seafarers Boxes. 
 

Our servicemen and their families: 
Army - Darryl Kendrick (Wilma Stredic’s grandson). 
 
Air Force - Allison McGrath (Denise Frazier’s  
great-niece). 
 
Navy -  Charles Patrick Albreght (grandson of Sharon Hall-
Bumgardner), Brian Davis. 

 
Should any changes need to be made to the 
prayer list, please contact the church office. 

Alice Lowery  12/2 

Donna Sliva  12/5 

Teresa West  12/5 

Ed Miller  12/17 

Erin Bond  12/19 

Emily Findley  12/20 

Richard Knapik 12/22 

Nancy Ryman  12/23 

Flossie Dreher  12/24 

Richard & Joyce Johnston 12/31 

Haley Greenway 1/3 

Charlie Boeker  1/9 

Laura Frazier  1/9 

Karin Hill  1/9 

Doug Huebner  1/13 

John Merck  1/14 

Ann Bond  1/15 

Pam Klepac  1/16 

Liam Van Druten 1/20 

Cliff Mullen  1/23 

Eric & Sonja Varnell 1/4 

John & Linda Merck 1/13 


