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Dear Friends, 
 
Peace and joy to you from your family at First 
Presbyterian Church of Bay City.  Here we are - 
ready to begin September and welcome the season 
of Fall.  Where did summer go?  Time seems to be 
distorted when we cannot mark the beginning of 
each week by joining each other for Sunday 
worship and fellowship.  We need that structured 
connection to one another and to the worship of 
God.  
 
I am happy to report that your session has 
approved a return to in person worship once again 
beginning September 20.  The Covid19 caseload in 
Matagorda County and in Texas overall has 
declined for the past few weeks, schools are 
opening and folks have incorporated the 
recommended safe health practices of social 
distancing, wearing masks, and frequent hand 
washing into their daily routines.  It seems the time 
is right to step into our beautiful sanctuary once 
again to worship and praise.  We will employ all the 
safety measures recommended by health 
authorities and will make every effort to assure that 
your worship experience is both meaningful and 
safe.  You will receive further correspondence 
about safe worship practices prior to opening. 
 
Our office will reopen on September 21.  Office 
hours are Monday through Thursday from 8am to 
5pm.  Prayer Group and Bible Study have been 
meeting and will continue to meet at 10 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m. on Tuesdays.  Other committees and 
groups should plan to return to their meeting 
schedules in October.  For the immediate future we 
will not have a Nursery or Fellowship Meals and 
Dinners, but we will continue to assess the situation 
and perhaps resume these activities before too 
long.  
 
I have missed you. Online worship is wonderful but 
I know it is just not the same.  Some of you 
unfortunately do not even have the means to watch 
the online services on Facebook or YouTube.  I am 
so sorry about that.  But we have not forgotten any 
of you and we do keep you in our prayers always. 

I was thinking that we are somewhat like the 
Israelites wandering around in the desert for forty 
years often lost and hungry, sometimes rebellious, 
and always impatient for God to deliver them to the 
Promised Land.  
 
I certainly pray that we do not have to endure these 
difficult times for forty months let alone forty years.  
However, we certainly are being tested mightily – 
illness, isolation, lost jobs, racial unrest, violence, 
divisiveness on almost every subject, contentious 
political campaigning, wildfires, hurricanes.  (I’m 
certain I missed some.)  How we respond during 
these times is character defining and character 
shaping. 
 
The Israelites often complained loudly and at least 
once decided to make golden idols honoring other 
gods.  We are not completely different in our 
responses, are we?  We are witnessing much 
complaining and blaming and finger pointing 
everywhere from our homes to the national and 
international scenes.  Yet, God did not forget the 
Israelites in the desert.  He parted waters of the 
seas to save them, provided nourishment for them, 
gave them a wise leader, and forgave their errors in 
judgment.  Their characters as God’s chosen 
people were defined and shaped by their desert 
experiences, and in the end God did bring them 
safely to the Promised Land. 
 
God has not forgotten us either.  How are we being 
defined and shaped by our present experiences?  
Are we learning Trust?  Patience?  Hope?  Are we 
reaching out to help others?  Are we praying for 
each other, checking on each other?  God has 
lessons for us in these times.  Let us open our 
hearts and minds to embrace those lessons and let 
us be transformed by them for the building up of the 
Kingdom of God right here in Bay City, Texas. 
 
Remember Jesus’ parting words, “Surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 
28:20   
 
Blessings for a beautiful day, 

Pastor Wilma 



A Statement in Support of Reconciliation  

First Presbyterian Church, Bay City, TX 

August 1, 2020 

 

Dear Friends, 

Jesus instructed us saying the greatest commandments for his followers are: 

Love the Lord with all our hearts, souls and minds; and  

Love others as we love ourselves. 

As a church we stand and say that racial and cultural discrimination is 

wrong.  It is sinful. The notion that one culture or race is somehow better than 

another is wrong.  It is sinful.  (Micah 6:8, Isaiah 61:8) We do not believe it is 

just in the eyes of God for our brothers and sisters in Christ to live in fear 

simply because of the color of their skin. 

Our Mission states “God calls us to be a worshiping community of faith 

that reaches out with love to all people, through teaching and preaching the 

Word, demonstrating grace, and service in the name of Christ Jesus”.  We will 

continually work to build an inclusive caring community that blesses and bene-

fits all our neighbors. 

As church leaders we pray for our church, our community, our nation, 

and ourselves. If we all work together, we can fulfill God’s desire for his great 

kingdom to come on earth. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

The Session of First Presbyterian Church 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Bible Study 
 

10:30 a.m., Tuesdays 
Robbins Hall 

Socially Distanced 
There is plenty of room for you to join us. 

Online Worship 
 

For a complete worship experience - 
www.facebook.com/fpcbaycity 

 
or, double check your email. 

If you would like to receive the message by 
email, email fpcbc@sbcglobal.net 

with your request. 

I come to you, O great One, seeking renewal of my weary and 
worried spirit. Let me rest in you for a while and feel you 
surrounding me in safety and love. Then let that rest in you call 
forth new strength in me.  
 
For others who are weary, I pray for comfort and peace. For 
others who are worried, I pray for solace and reassurance. For 
the desperate, I pray for relief and hope. Help us all set our 
priorities differently, so you come before all other demands in 
our lives. Only then, we know, O God, may we be filled with 
your life once again for the fullest living on this earth, even 
during days of darkness.  
 
Hear my prayers and grant me your peace, in the name of Jesus, 
O Lord. Amen.

A Prayer During  

This Pandemic 
Filled With Life 



INCOME AND EXPENSES 
Monthly and Year-to-Date 

 
                                      July           Year-to-Date 
                                      2020                  2020 
 
INCOME $ 8,557.37 $45,816.77 
  (without 
    foundation 
    transfers) 
EXPENSES 18,630.58  113,615.62 
 

 -$10,073.21 -$67,798.85 
 DEFICIT DEFICIT 

Current Schedule 

 

Prayer Group - 10:00 a.m. Tuesdays, Robbins Hall 

Bible Study - 10:30 a.m. Tuesdays, Robbins Hall 

In –person Worship beginning 

September 20
th

, 10:30 a.m. 

Graduation 2020 
 
Graduate:  Haley Greenway 
Grandparents:  Don and Sandy Boyer 
 
Our oldest granddaughter was very much looking forward to her senior year this 
past spring.  All was going according to plan until the virus hit and school was 
cancelled for the last three months of her senior year.  So much was planned, so 
much to look forward to.  So many questions.  What about prom, what about the 
graduation ceremony.  Prom never did happen even though she already had bought 
her dress.  They did have a graduation ceremony three weeks late.  It was on the 
football field with a limited number of family members in the stands.  The part she 
missed most was not seeing her friends and celebrating those last walks down the 
hall.  She did not get to say thank you and good bye to her teachers.  But, as it 
turned out she is still going to college.  She can’t move into her dorm until the spring 
semester.  She isn’t sure if all her classes, or any of her classes, are going to be in 
person.  She has had to learn that not all goes as planned, that sacrifices 
sometimes have to be made.  This will be one heck of a story to tell her children and 
grandchildren. 

The residents and staff of  
Bay Villa Health Care Center  

are the recipients of activity bags  
donated by  

First Presbyterian Church. 

PLEASE HELP COLLECT 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

 
FPC Women collect school supplies on an ongoing 
basis for children in need here in Bay City.  This 
year, with social distancing, please consider a 
donation marked on the memo line for School 
Supplies.  This is an investment in our future.  
Donations may be mailed to FPC, 2216 Avenue H, 
Bay City, TX  77414.  Any questions, contact 
Doreen Bounds at 245-9169. 

College vs. COVID-19 
 by Brenna Hodges 

 
This year has definitely been quite the escapade, and I would be lying if I said I expected 2020 would have turned 
out to be a complete bummer. However, considering the circumstances, I am making the best of things here at 
home. I had big plans after this past Spring semester at WCJC. I had concert tickets to see my favorite artist in 
Dallas during the summer. After summer, I was hoping to move away to Nacogdoches and attend SFASU to pursue 
a degree in Graphic Design, but due to the sudden uprising of the virus, a lot of my plans such as these were tossed 
to the side, and I had to create new ones. I ended up needing to take a couple summer classes in order to finish my 
associate’s degree at WCJC (which was a bit of a disappointment since I was expecting to graduate in the Spring). 
After working hard to complete my credits, I am now prepared to register for November graduation at WCJC and 
receive my degree. Due to the current times, I decided I would take this Fall semester off of school and get a job so 
I could earn some extra money before taking off to a University. After taking some online classes, I soon found out 
they are not my cup of tea, and I thirst for the real college experience that campus life would give me. So, I will be 
patient and look forward to that in this upcoming Spring. At the moment, I am a nanny for my nephew Jameson 
and— even though he is quite a handful, it’s a very enjoyable way to spend 5/7 days of my week. 
 
In the free time I do have, I have been meeting up with my band friends to practice our music for upcoming shows 
that we have scheduled in the months ahead. It is my hope that the virus will be under enough control that we will 
be able to play at shows (with social distancing and precautions kept up, of course). Other than practicing music, I 
also do my art such as painting, drawing, etc., although I have not done that as much lately. Another thing that 
keeps me busy is helping the church with their online worship service each week. I edit and put together the videos 
to make sure they are ready to post at the right times on our Facebook page. That way, the church members can 
view them and enjoy worshiping God from the safety of their homes. I look forward to eventually attending church in 
person! I miss seeing people and being busy in daily life again. Hopefully, the situation can improve soon. For the 
time being I will keep myself plenty occupied. 

WOMEN’S PREGNANCY CENTER 
3107 Avenue F, Bay City, TX  77414 

979-245-9900 
director@baycitywpg.org 

 
The Women’s Pregnancy Center (501 C-3) is having its annual fund raiser 
September 13th - October 18th. 

$20.00 can provide a month supply of wipes 
$50.00 can provide baby’s first month supply of formula 
$70.00 can provide baby’s first month supply of diapers 

$100 can provide a newborn car seat for expectant mother 
$500 can provide a year supply of diapers 

 
Contributions are accepted in the mail or online at www.baycitywpc.org. 



September 2020 - Lectionary Readings 
 
 

September 6 - 14th Sunday after Pentecost 
Matthew 18:15-20 

 
September 13 - 15th Sunday after Pentecost 

Matthew 18:21-35 
 

September 20 - 16th Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 16:2-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 
Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16 

 
September 27 - 17th Sunday after Pentecost 

Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 
Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32 

 
October 2020 - Lectionary Readings 

 
October 4 - 18th Sunday after Pentecost 

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Psalm 19 
Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46 

 
October 11 - 19th Sunday after Pentecost 

Exodus 32:1-14; Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 
Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14 

 
October 18 - 20th Sunday after Pentecost 

Exodus 33:12-23; Psalm 99 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matthew 22:15-22 

 
October 25 - 21st Sunday after Pentecost 

Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Matthew 22:34-46 

James & Karen Trobl 9/18 

James & Doreen Bounds 9/30 

The Legacy Campus: 
Ardeth Keathley, Tommy & Peggy Badders. 
 

Others: 
Ethel Williams, Nancy Ryman,  Karen Trobl and Family, 
Rowan Collier, Frank Hill, Sarah Lu Hinton, Rosemary 
Mullen, Jug Rhymes, Sharon Bumgardner, Richard 
Knapik, Hubert Boeker, Donna Baskin and Family, Sam 
Mikita, Christi Uher, Zelda Regalado, the Bay City 
Homeless Community, Missionaries, Contractors and their 
families in foreign countries, our College Students, our 
Elected Leaders, the Police, Fire Fighters and all First 
Responders, the Staff, the Pastoral Nominating Committee, 
Session of our Church, Teachers and School Personnel. 
 

Our servicemen and their families: 
Army - Darryl Kendrick (Wilma Stredic’s grandson). 
 
Air Force - Allison McGrath (Denise Frazier’s  
great-niece). 
 
Navy -  Charles Patrick Albreght (grandson of Sharon Hall
-Bumgardner), Brian Davis. 

 
Should any changes need to be made to the 
prayer list, please contact the church office. 

Louise Russell  9/6 

Isla Regalado  9/7 

Eric Varnell  9/9 

Brenna Hodges 9/14 

Zelda Regalado 9/19 

Brittany Kubena 9/23 

Rebecca Huebner 9/27 

Ronnie Mullen  10/1 

Gene Klepac  10/6 

Yasmine Ansari 10/8 

William Guynes 10/10 

James Bounds  10/13 

Liam Boeker  10/16 

Don Boyer  10/18 

Veda Regalado  10/23 

Jack Helmick  10/25 

Alaya Ruiz  10/27 

Linda Townsend 10/31 

Doug & Rebecca Huebner 10/28 


