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Dear Friends, 
 
It is an absolute delight to be able to worship 
together in person again.  Thank you for following 
the recommended safety precautions and caring for 
each other.  By doing so, we should be able to 
continue to worship together even in the midst of 
the Covid 19 pandemic and flu season.  Stay safe 
and vigilant.  Love each other by your actions. 
 
Fall is here, the daylight hours are growing shorter 
and the temperatures have begun to decline.  I’m a 
bit sad because I feel as though we were robbed of 
summer this year.  No vacations or beach days or 
family reunions for us.  What with the pandemic and 
dealing with my husband’s medical procedures, I 
have felt as though I was being held captive and 
enemies were circling about.  Yet, despite all the 
challenges of 2020, we have arrived at October 
safe and sound.  For that we give thanks to God 
and repent of our fears and grumbling. 
 
The book of Nehemiah tells the story of the 
rebuilding of the wall around Jerusalem.  The 
Israelites had just returned to Judah after being 
held captive in Babylon.  They found that the city 
wall had been destroyed, and as a result they were 
defenseless against their enemies (1:1-4).  By the 
time we get to Chapter 9, the wall has been rebuilt 
and the Israelites are gathered to listen while their 
history is read.  They admitted to God:  “You have 
remained righteous; you have acted faithfully, while 
we acted wickedly (v. 33).  Despite their 
disobedience, God forgave them and established a 
new covenant with them (9:38-10:39). 

 
And so it is with us.  God is always righteous, 
faithful, loving and merciful even while we doubt 
and fear.  We must lean on God in all of life’s 
circumstances be they joys or sorrows, triumphs or 
defeats.  We tend to believe that the current crisis 
we are facing is the absolute worst one ever, but it 
will be forgotten and another will develop.  This is 
the nature of the human condition.  We can no 
more control it than we can control the weather.  
The one reliable thing to which we must cling is that 
God is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow.  
God loves us and God will never abandon us - even 
when we deserve it. 
 
Have a wonderful fall and may God bless you richly, 
 

Pastor Wilma 



Peace & Global Witness 
Special Offering 

 

“May the God of peace . . . give you peace at all times in all ways.” 

                                                               2 Thessalonians 3:16 
 
On World Communion Sunday, we celebrate that Christ’s peace extends throughout all creation.  We celebrate that 
we are all together at the communion table, in God’s house.  We celebrate that we are offered what we need to 
continue the work of building the household of God, with active peacemakers here at home and around the world.  
Extending the peace of Christ is part of an active, engaged faith—a witness to what it means for us to be the 
Church, together. 
 
Through participation in the Peace & Global Witness Offering, our church is extending Christ’s peace throughout 
our community and our world.  We begin at the communion table, with our siblings in every time and place, and we 
celebrate the peace we find there and commit to building a more just and peaceful world.  We celebrate the truth 
found in 2nd Thessalonians, “May the God of peace give you peace at all times in all ways.” 
 
First Presbyterian Church, Bay City, will be participating in the Peace & Global Witness Special Offering.  You are 
invited to put your check, written to First Presbyterian Church and marked clearly for the Peace Offering, in the 
collection plate or mail it to First Presbyterian Church, 2216 Avenue H, Bay City, Texas  77414. 
 
Quick Facts 
• Since 1940, World communion Sunday is an ecumenical celebration of our oneness in the Spirit and the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, bringing churches together in Christian unity. 
• The Peace & Global Witness Offering builds on the Presbyterian Commitment to Peacemaking established in 

1980. 
• 25% of the Offering stays with local congregations, 25% with mid councils to unite congregations to support 

peacemaking in their regions, and 50% of this Offering supports the work for peace and reconciliation being 
done by Presbyterians across the globe. 

Online Worship 
 

For a complete worship experience - 
www.facebook.com/fpcbaycity 

 
or, double check your email. 

If you would like to receive the message by 
email, email fpcbc@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

 

  

We now have the capability to make electronic online donations via the website: 

www.baycitytexasfirstpresbyterianchurch.com 

Electronic giving is a convenient, easy way to support the church. By giving electronically, you can:  

• Give anywhere, anytime from your computer, smartphone or tablet.  

• Donate to any of our special project funds and make memorial donations.  

• Set up recurring payments and never worry about bringing your checkbook or cash again. Your 

donations continue even when you forget.  

Giving online is fast, easy and secure. All information is secure and encrypted to protect you and 

your information. Our payment processor Vanco processes payments for over 25,000 churches.   

1. Visit our website at www.baycitytexasfirstpresbyterianchurch.com. 

2. Locate the Donate tab at the top of the home page. Click on Donate. 

3. Scroll down to Click Here To Donate! You have the option to designate where you want your 

donation to go, the amount, the frequency, whether to use checking or savings account, or credit or 

debit card.  

Of course, if you prefer, you are always welcome to continue making donations using personal 

checks or cash! 

We thank you for your spirit and practice of stewardship. May God Bless You! 

10/4/2020 

IN PERSON 
10:30 A.M. 

Her sisters 
Isla, Veda, and Zelda 

welcome  
Tula Jane Regalado 
September 25, 2020 
6 pounds, 18 inches 

Parents: 
Oscar & Brittany Regalado 

Grandparents: 
Ronnie Mullen 

Kelli Brann 
Jeannine Smith 
Jesse Regalado 

Great-Grandparents: 
James & Rosemary Mullen 

Linda Rittenberry 

http://www.baycitytexasfirstpresbyterianchurch.com/
http://www.baycitytexasfirstpresbyterianchurch.com/


Christmas Shoebox Program 2020 
Houston International Seafarers Center 

Dear Christmas Shoebox Program Supporter, 
 
We would like to express our great appreciation and sincere gratitude for your continued support to our gift box 
program to seafarers in the Port of Houston Ship channel.  We are once again “knocking” at the door of your 
generosity for this 2020 Christmas Box Drive.  This year, due to the pandemic, your gifts and donations are critical 
to this program and may be the only way to brighten the life and console the seafarers calling on the Port of 
Houston in December.  Seafarers are mor isolated now than ever before and have not been able to leave their 
vessels for any reason for more than 6 months.  Their contracts have been extended for months and they have no 
way to get home to their families right now.  HISC has remained vigilant in our mission to be there for the seafarers 
throughout the pandemic and we need your help now. 
 
Crew sizes average 22 seafarers to gift per ship.  In 2019, we distributed 10,561 gifts on board 426 ships which 
represented more than 60 different countries!  These gifts had been donated to the seafarers by over 200 church 
organizations and individuals!  The Christmas boxes are personally carried to each ship by HISC Staff Port 
Chaplains and Ship Visitors - Your Staff of Chaplains and Ship Visitors as our ecumenical ministry is funded by 
many denominations.  We begin delivering boxes after Thanksgiving and continue gifting seafarers until all the gifts 
have been distributed!  We are gratefully prepared to receive your gift boxes anytime - you cannot be too early or 
too late in bringing your gifts to one of our two Seafarers Centers. 
 
These gifts of Love should be packed in shoebox size boxes, wrapped securely as one unit in Christmas paper.  
Please do not wrap lid and box separately or place bows on the boxes.  Plastic shoeboxes become an extra gift for 
the seafarer!  The Seafarers appreciate these items tremendously.  Please be sure your boxes are packed full of 
items!  As there are very few women on board the ships currently, we request that the gifts boxed be packed for 
male seafarers. 
 
Thanks in advance for your consideration. 
 
Howard T. Tellepsen Seafarers Center and Lou Lawler Seafarers Center 
 
 

Please try to pack a shoebox full with new items such as these: 
**Note:  Full-sized items are much preferred over small travel size. 

First Presbyterian Church will be packing boxes for the 
Seafarers in the upcoming months.  Pray about your 
participation level, start saving items, and watch for more 
information from the Outreach & Missions Committee.  If you 
have any further questions, please contact the church office. 

Hairbrush / Comb Band-Aids (fabric) Baseball Caps (new) 2021 Calendar 

Magnets Dental Floss Deodorant Disposable Razors 

T-shirts (new) Kleenex Lip Balm Lotion 

Nail Clippers Gold Bond Powder Gold Bond Cream Hot Chocolate 

Q-tips Needle & Thread Shaving Cream Soap & Shampoo 

Toothbrush Toothpaste Gum & Hard Candy Key Chains 

Pocket-size notebooks Mechanical Pencils Pens Playing Cards 

Popcorn Socks Flashlight w/ batteries Texas Souvenirs 

Earbuds / Headphones USB Flash Drives 
Word Search / Sudoku / 

Fill-In books 
Personal note or card 

WOMEN’S PREGNANCY CENTER 
3107 Avenue F, Bay City, TX  77414 

979-245-9900 
director@baycitywpg.org 

 
The Women’s Pregnancy Center (501 C-3) is having its annual fund raiser 
September 13th - October 18th. 

$20.00 can provide a month supply of wipes 
$50.00 can provide baby’s first month supply of formula 
$70.00 can provide baby’s first month supply of diapers 

$100 can provide a newborn car seat for expectant mother 
$500 can provide a year supply of diapers 

 
Contributions are accepted in the mail or online at www.baycitywpc.org. 

Operation Christmas Child:  Greater Needs than Ever 
 

For nearly three decades, Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts have been collected and delivered to boys and 
girls overseas.  Each box is an opportunity to delight the heart of a child—and share the Good News of Christ with 
them and their families. 
 
In the midst of a worldwide pandemic, the needs are greater than ever before.  Children are scared, and their 
families are afraid.  We want to bring these gifts of hope to as many children as possible and introduce them to the 
Savior.  And I’m asking you to join us in this critical mission. 
 
Outreach & Missions Committee will get shoeboxes.  We will all collect fun toys, school supplies, and hygiene 
items.  Notes to the children will be included.  Your quiet money is also needed to cover shipping and other project 
costs.  Mark you checks:  Operation Christmas Child.  The boxes need to be off to the collection sights by mid 
November.   
 
For more information on specific items that are most appreciated, go to samaritanspurse.org.  There are specific 
suggestions for Girl boxes and Boy boxes.  There are specific suggestions for different age levels:  2-4, 5-9, and  
10-14.  Copies of these suggestions will be available at the church office.  Do not include:  candy, toothpaste, gum, 
used or damaged items, war-related items, seeds, food, liquids or lotions, medications or vitamins, breakable items 
or glass containers, or aerosol cans.   
 
All of your prayers and support are most appreciated as we respond to Christ’s call to, “go into all the world and 
preach the gospel” (Mark 16:15). 
 
Thank you. 



An Eeyore Summer 
 

Which character in Winnie the Pooh do you identify with? 
 
The reason I am thinking of our summer as Eeyore is that this summer has been totally bleak.  No one going 
anywhere or doing anything fun.  Now that’s not to say that this down time has been for nothing.  Families have been 
mostly together and getting to know each other again.  The bleakness being that some families have been apart due 
to illness and the such. 
 
Being apart has bothered some; such as, the changing of plans, finding new ways of communication, and finding out 
if you can actually get along with your family.  Being apart has shown who you can really count on. 
 
Are you like Rabbit, who needs to have everything neat and orderly, and having a bunch of people around did not 
allow for you to have the same control of the situation? 
 
Could you be like Tigger, who is constantly on the go and this time of staying put has not been to your liking.  It has 
made you a little crazy or anxious due to your wanderlust being stifled? 
 
Maybe you relate to Kanga, who is so very protective of Roo.  You are so worried about getting sick that you have 
spent this down time sanitizing your world and being so scared of others that have tried to communicate with you that 
maybe you have cut them almost out of your life. 
 
Now Roo has gone through this time being really unaware of potential mishaps or dangers in some manner.  Could 
you relate to this?  Turning a blind eye to potential dangers?  This is not to say this is a bad thing.  Maybe you are 
who we need to be more like?  I don’t know. 
 
Is it possible this summer has shown you that you have developed into becoming more like Owl with his 
forgetfulness?  Either being alone or just too many things at one time, that you forget what needs to be a priority? 
 
Perhaps this Eeyore summer has shown you have become like Piglet, and your self-esteem has fallen.  Your inability 
to do anything as planned due to the situation or your time mulling about how ineffectual you have been just because 
you could not change what’s going on has made you rethink somethings and your self-esteem has plummeted. 
 
Now we all know that Pooh Bear has a little problem keeping focused.  My thinking is that he has too much on his 
little mind and it keeps flipping from one thought to another and he can’t follow through with either.  Can you say that 
you may have become this way? 
 
I will have to admit to experiencing some of Pooh and his friend’s characteristics at one time or another this summer.  
While it has been bleak, we still know that it will end.  Just because we can’t do things in the “usual” way, doesn’t 
mean things are bad, it just means some things are different. 
 
Difference is what has made us rethink things.  Difference has made things improve in medicine, in education, in 
science and technology.  Different things and people are what our world is made of.  While we should welcome 
others into our circle, we still need to be aware of the possibilities of the good and the danger that could happen.  We 
need to be as loving and open as Christ was with the Samaritan woman. 
 
There are lots of Eeyore thinking people around us at this time in our lives.  This type of thinking can become 
infectious and spread all around.  We need to stop letting this infection keep going and instead be inoculated with 
God’s love and word.  The bleakness you see on FB, stop it and don’t pass it around.  Shine through any of the 
gloominess by passing along uplifting things, be it secular or sacred, that which will bring a smile to others faces and 
minds.  Choose who you will represent.  We are coming to a time when we will have to make a choice.  To either be 
like Eeyore, bleak, down, and uncaring of the world or are you going to create a new character?  One which looks 
and works for the good.  The choice has always been yours.  The Lord God has given us the ability to make choices 
and I am glad to say thank you Lord for everything you have given and will continue to give as you watch over us. 
 
Your Sister in Christ, 
 
Donna Baskin 



INCOME AND EXPENSES 
Monthly and Year-to-Date 

 
                                    August          Year-to-Date 
                                      2020                  2020 
 
INCOME $ 6,273.44 $ 52,090.21 
  (without 
    foundation 
    transfers) 
EXPENSES 13,251.88  126,867.50 
 

 -$ 6,978.44 -$ 74,777.29 
 DEFICIT DEFICIT 

October 2020 - Lectionary Readings 
 

October 4 - 18th Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Psalm 19 

Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46 
 

October 11 - 19th Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 32:1-14; Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 

Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14 
 

October 18 - 20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 33:12-23; Psalm 99 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matthew 22:15-22 
 

October 25 - 21st Sunday after Pentecost 
Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Matthew 22:34-46 

The Legacy Campus: 
Tommy & Peggy Badders. 
 

Others: 
The Family of Ardeth Keathley, Ethel Williams, Nancy 
Ryman,  Karen Trobl and Family, Rowan Collier, Frank 
Hill, Sarah Lu Hinton, Rosemary Mullen, Jug Rhymes, 
Sharon Bumgardner, Richard Knapik, Hubert Boeker, 
Donna Baskin and Family, Sam Mikita, Christi Uher, 
Zelda Regalado, the Bay City Homeless Community, 
Missionaries, Contractors and their families in foreign 
countries, our College Students, our Elected Leaders, the 
Police, Fire Fighters and all First Responders, the Staff, the 
Pastoral Nominating Committee, Session of our Church, 
Teachers and School Personnel. 
 

Our servicemen and their families: 
Army - Darryl Kendrick (Wilma Stredic’s grandson). 
 
Air Force - Allison McGrath (Denise Frazier’s  
great-niece). 
 
Navy -  Charles Patrick Albreght (grandson of Sharon Hall
-Bumgardner), Brian Davis. 

 
Should any changes need to be made to the 
prayer list, please contact the church office. 

Current Schedule 

 

Worship - 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

Prayer Group - 10:00 a.m. Tuesdays, Robbins Hall 

Bible Study - 10:30 a.m. Tuesdays, Robbins Hall 

PW Council - 10/7/2020 - 5 p.m., Robbins Hall 

Women’s Circle Meetings: 

Sunday Circle - 10/11/2020, 11:30 a.m. 

Afternoon Circle - 10/14/2020, 1:30 p.m. 

Newsletter Deadline - 10/15/2020 

Building & Grounds Committee - 10/15/2020, 6 p.m. 

Finance Committee - 10/20/2020, 6 p.m. 

Session - 10/26/2020, 6 p.m. 

Ronnie Mullen  10/1 

Gene Klepac  10/6 

Yasmine Ansari 10/8 

William Guynes 10/10 

James Bounds  10/13 

Liam Boeker  10/16 

Don Boyer  10/18 

Veda Regalado  10/23 

Jack Helmick  10/25 

Alaya Ruiz  10/27 

Linda Townsend 10/31 

Doug & Rebecca Huebner 10/28 

11/1/2020 


