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Dear Church Family, 
 
As it says in 1 Corinthians 12:26, “If one part suffers, every part 
suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.”  
Our hearts break for Pastor Wilma as she suffers the loss of her 
dear husband.  Although Pat’s passing was unexpected, it came 
on the heels of a wonderful trip back to Pat’s home, West Virginia.  
The memories made during their time there are sure to bring 
Pastor Wilma comfort in the days and weeks ahead and for that, 
we rejoice! 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, 
 
It is with a heavy heart that we come to you this day asking for 
your comfort and peace for Pastor Wilma and her family.  We pray 
that they feel your presence in the stillness of the day, in the tears 
of sadness, in the laughter of shared memories, and in the love of 
friends who offer their condolences.  We thank you for Pat’s life.  
For the joy and love he brought to so many.  Please be with his 
loved ones as they begin a new chapter in their lives without him 
in it.  We pray that in their low moments they reach out to You.  We 
pray that they reach for Your hand and feel the warmth of You, the 
one who has already passed from death to life to welcome others 
into God’s kingdom.  
 
We ask all these things in your Son’s sweet, precious name, 
Amen. 



Operation Christmas Child:  Greater Needs than Ever 
 

For nearly three decades, Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts have been collected and delivered to boys and 
girls overseas.  Each box is an opportunity to delight the heart of a child—and share the Good News of Christ with 
them and their families. 
 
In the midst of a worldwide pandemic, the needs are greater than ever before.  Children are scared, and their 
families are afraid.  We want to bring these gifts of hope to as many children as possible and introduce them to the 
Savior.  And I’m asking you to join us in this critical mission. 
 
Outreach & Missions Committee will get shoeboxes.  We will all collect fun toys, school supplies, and hygiene 
items.  Notes to the children will be included.  Your quiet money is also needed to cover shipping and other project 
costs.  Mark you checks:  Operation Christmas Child.  The boxes need to be off to the collection sights by mid 
November.   
 
For more information on specific items that are most appreciated, go to samaritanspurse.org.  There are specific 
suggestions for Girl boxes and Boy boxes.  There are specific suggestions for different age levels:  2-4, 5-9, and  
10-14.  Copies of these suggestions will be available at the church office, Robbins Hall, and on the front pew in the 
Sanctuary.  Do not include:  candy, toothpaste, gum, used or damaged items, war-related items, seeds, food, 
liquids or lotions, medications or vitamins, breakable items or glass containers, or aerosol cans.   
 
All of your prayers and support are most appreciated as we respond to Christ’s call to, “go into all the world and 
preach the gospel” (Mark 16:15). 
 
Thank you. 
 

Deadlines for Christmas Boxes 
 

Operation Christmas Child - 11/19/2020 

Seafarer’s Boxes - 12/3/2020 

Boxes will be received at the church office 

by the above deadlines. 

Thank you for 
all of the cards and calls. 

Thank you 
Presbyterian Women 

for the food. 
All of your prayers have been 

especially appreciated. 
 

The Family of Ardeth Keathley 

After prayerful consideration, 
The Presbyterian Women  
have decided to postpone  

collecting and distributing for 
Christmas Families this year. 
This is a one year decision. 

 
The Presbyterian Women 

have also decided to call off the 
Women’s Christmas Party. 
This is a one year decision. 

IN PERSON 
10:30 A.M. 

Online Worship 
 

For a complete worship experience - 
www.facebook.com/fpcbaycity 

 
or, double check your email. 

If you would like to receive the message by 
email, email fpcbc@sbcglobal.net 

with your request. 

Poinsettia Order Form 
 

In Honor of:  ___________________________________________ 
 

In Memory of:  _________________________________________ 
 

Presented by:  __________________________________________ 
 

Number of Plants ordered:  _______________________________ 
 

Amount due with order $18 for each Plant:  __________________ 
 

Ordered by:_________________________Phone #:____________ 
 

Please include payment with order. 
 

Order form may be turned in at the Church Office 
or placed in the offering plate by 12/6/2020. 

11/1/2020 



For the past several weeks, the Tuesday Morning Bible Study Group has been studying the Apostles’ Creed.  
Well, last Tuesday, we had some very interesting discussions and interactions.  Ephesians 4:11-12 were of 
particular interest to me and my brain started running.  This is about the gift we as Christians have been given 
and how these are distributed (sorta). 
 
How do you feel when you have been given a gift?  Happy...someone has thought enough about you to give you 
something unexpected.  Grateful...someone has given you something that you need even if you weren’t aware of 
the need.  Our gifts are given to each of us to be used for God’s glory and to increase His Kingdom.  I’m not 
going to preach on this, that’s not my job, but I would like to say something about the diversity of our gifts. 
 
I have three younger sisters.  We all share the same mother but different fathers.  Being adopted, we all grew up 
in the same house, yet we are ALL different with our gifts.  My youngest sister was given the ability to create or 
recreate beautiful and realistic pieces of artwork.  She works mainly with the visual art of drawing and painting.  
Her ability was evident shortly after we arrived at my adopted parents’ home.  She decided at age 4 to add to a 
velvet painting of off-white roses using the same light green color but with crayon.  Imagine the shock on my 
mother’s face when this was discovered.  Later she did some realistic drawings of “Lucy and Ethel” for a trendy 
shop in West Houston and these were valued at more than I ever thought.  Unfortunately, she did not continue 
using her gift nor did she use it for the Lord’s church or its people. 
 
The second sister, just younger than me, was given the ability to crack us all up with her jokes, her timing and her 
stage presence.  She was very active in speech and drama, winning several awards for her extemporaneous 
speaking.  Give her 2 minutes, and she can tell you everything you every wanted to know about a topic and many 
you didn’t.  She always reminded us of the used car salesman, you could never quite believe everything she 
said.  Unfortunately, she also did not use her gifts for the Lord in any manner that would have helped the people 
of His church. 
 
Now, the middle of the three younger sisters is the most similar to me in creativity and knowing who to thank for 
our abilities.  She is also very artistically gifted.  She tends to be the moderator of our group.  She has a way of 
giving you advice, telling you that you are wrong and you would never even think she was chastising you, for she 
delivers it with love.  Her loving spirit is to the point that she allows others to take advantage of her kindness.  
This spirit she used when her boys were growing up, she was in charge of giving the children’s message each 
Sunday.  She could deliver the same message the preacher was giving, but sometimes he even asked if she 
could show him how she came up with her interpretations. 
 
Sometimes, I wish I had the spirit of Martha, having the ability to be a gracious hostess, keep a nice house, fixing 
food and generally making others comfortable and welcome.  Now I can do all of these, but this is something I 
have to commit myself to doing.  I know where my gifts lie and am trying my best to give my gifts to the Lord and 
our community. 
 
God knows where he needs us to be, not only in the family dynamics, but his church also.  We have needs within 
our church buildings, our church families and our church community.  Look inside yourselves and discover where 
your gifts lie and use them.  We use our abilities, not for self-glorification, but for the glory of God and His 
Kingdom. 
 
We are all “gifted” with something from the Lord in some manner.  Due to this “gifting,” as Christians we are 
charged with using and growing our gifts to better the needs of Christ’s Church and to the glory of God.  Have 
you searched for your gifts from the Lord lately? 
 
Your Sister in Christ, 
 
Donna Baskin 

Dear Christmas Shoebox Program Supporter, 
 
We would like to express our great appreciation and sincere gratitude for your continued support to our gift box 
program to seafarers in the Port of Houston Ship channel.  We are once again “knocking” at the door of your 
generosity for this 2020 Christmas Box Drive.  This year, due to the pandemic, your gifts and donations are critical 
to this program and may be the only way to brighten the life and console the seafarers calling on the Port of 
Houston in December.  Seafarers are mor isolated now than ever before and have not been able to leave their 
vessels for any reason for more than 6 months.  Their contracts have been extended for months and they have no 
way to get home to their families right now.  HISC has remained vigilant in our mission to be there for the seafarers 
throughout the pandemic and we need your help now. 
 
Crew sizes average 22 seafarers to gift per ship.  In 2019, we distributed 10,561 gifts on board 426 ships which 
represented more than 60 different countries!  These gifts had been donated to the seafarers by over 200 church 
organizations and individuals!  The Christmas boxes are personally carried to each ship by HISC Staff Port 
Chaplains and Ship Visitors - Your Staff of Chaplains and Ship Visitors as our ecumenical ministry is funded by 
many denominations.  We begin delivering boxes after Thanksgiving and continue gifting seafarers until all the gifts 
have been distributed!  We are gratefully prepared to receive your gift boxes anytime - you cannot be too early or 
too late in bringing your gifts to one of our two Seafarers Centers. 
 
These gifts of Love should be packed in shoebox size boxes, wrapped securely as one unit in Christmas paper.  
Please do not wrap lid and box separately or place bows on the boxes.  Plastic shoeboxes become an extra gift for 
the seafarer!  The Seafarers appreciate these items tremendously.  Please be sure your boxes are packed full of 
items!  As there are very few women on board the ships currently, we request that the gifts boxed be packed for 
male seafarers. 
 
Thanks in advance for your consideration. 
 
Howard T. Tellepsen Seafarers Center and Lou Lawler Seafarers Center 
 
 

Please try to pack a shoebox full with new items such as these: 
**Note:  Full-sized items are much preferred over small travel size. 

Hairbrush / Comb Band-Aids (fabric) Baseball Caps (new) 2021 Calendar 

Magnets Dental Floss Deodorant Disposable Razors 

T-shirts (new) Kleenex Lip Balm Lotion 

Nail Clippers Gold Bond Powder Gold Bond Cream Hot Chocolate 

Q-tips Needle & Thread Shaving Cream Soap & Shampoo 

Toothbrush Toothpaste Gum & Hard Candy Key Chains 

Pocket-size notebooks Mechanical Pencils Pens Playing Cards 

Popcorn Socks Flashlight w/ batteries Texas Souvenirs 

Earbuds / Headphones USB Flash Drives 
Word Search / Sudoku / 

Fill-In books 
Personal note or card 

First Presbyterian Church will be packing boxes for the 
Seafarers in the upcoming months.  Pray about your 
participation level and help the seafarers who come into the 
Port of Houston Ship channel.  If you have any further 
questions, please contact the church office. 

Christmas Shoebox Program 2020 
Houston International Seafarers Center 



INCOME AND EXPENSES 
Monthly and Year-to-Date 

 
                                 September        Year-to-Date 
                                      2020                  2020 
 
INCOME $ 9,114.05 $ 61,204.26 
  (without 
    foundation 
    transfers) 
EXPENSES 14,955.87  141,823.37 
 

 -$ 5,841.82 -$ 80,619.11 
 DEFICIT DEFICIT 

November 2020 - Lectionary Readings 
 

November 1 - All Saints’ Day/ 
22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Revelation 7:9-17; Psalm 34:1-10; 
1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12 

 
November 8 - 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25; Psalm 78:1-7; 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13 

 
November 15 - 24th Sunday after Pentecost 

Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123; 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30 

 
November 22 - Christ the King/Reign of Christ 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 100; 
Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46 

 
November 29 - 1st Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37 

The Legacy Campus: 
Tommy & Peggy Badders. 
 

Others: 
The Family of Patrick Harris, The Family of John 
Dickerson, Jr., The Family of Nelda Merck, The Family of 
Christi Uher, Ruth Leissner, Ethel Williams, Nancy 
Ryman, Rev. Frank Seaman, Liza Nelson, Karen Trobl and 
Family, Rowan Collier, Frank Hill, Sarah Lu Hinton, 
Rosemary Mullen, Jug Rhymes, Sharon Bumgardner, 
Richard Knapik, Hubert Boeker, Donna Baskin and 
Family, Sam Mikita, Zelda Regalado, the Bay City 
Homeless Community, Missionaries, Contractors and their 
families in foreign countries, our College Students, our 
Elected Leaders, the Police, Fire Fighters and all First 
Responders, the Staff, the Pastoral Nominating Committee, 
Session of our Church, Teachers and School Personnel. 
 

Our servicemen and their families: 
Army - Darryl Kendrick (Wilma Stredic’s grandson). 
 
Air Force - Allison McGrath (Denise Frazier’s  
great-niece). 
 
Navy -  Charles Patrick Albreght (grandson of Sharon Hall
-Bumgardner), Brian Davis. 

 
Should any changes need to be made to the 
prayer list, please contact the church office. 

Current Schedule 
 

Worship - 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

Prayer Group - 10:00 a.m. Tuesdays, Robbins Hall 

Bible Study - 10:30 a.m. Tuesdays, Robbins Hall 

PW Council - 11/4/2020 - 5 p.m., Robbins Hall 

Women’s Circle Meetings: 

Sunday Circle - 11/8/2020, 11:30 a.m. 

Afternoon Circle - 11/11/2020, 1:30 p.m. 

Worship Committee - 11/3/2020 1 p.m. 

Newsletter Deadline - 11/15/2020 

Building & Grounds Committee - 11/19/2020, 6:30 p.m. 

Presbytery Meeting - 11/21/2020 

Session - 11/23/2020, 6 p.m. 

Decorate the Church - 11/28/2020 

Knox Kubena  11/1 

Cindy Hodges  11/5 

Crayden Dennard 11/9 

Will Frazier  11/17 

Justin Helmick  11/19 

Marc Hill  11/20 

Cliff Mullen  11/21 

Linda Brown  11/23 

Taylor Greenway 11/29 

Doug Peterson  11/29 

Gene & Pam Klepac 11/3 

Oscar & Brittany Regalado 11/9 

Larry & Ann Bond 11/17 

Marc & Karin Hill 11/24 

Jerry & Teresa West 11/27 

11/1/2020 


